
SOLAR 101 | BIG OIL FICTIONS | UNIST’OT’EN | THUNDERBIRD EGG | LAND & HOME ISSUE | Environmental News 
from BC and the World

March | April 2017 Newstand Price $4.95

Site C 
Treaty Travesty 

Ghost of 
Gag Orders Past

Land

Reform

The Goose and the Commons

The law locks up the man or woman
Who steals the goose from off the common

But leaves the greater villain loose
Who steals the common from off the goose.

The law demands that we atone
When we take things we do not own
But leaves the lords and ladies fine
Who take things that are yours and mine.

The poor and wretched don’t escape
If they conspire the law to break;
This must be so but they endure

Those who conspire to make the law.

The law locks up the man or woman
Who steals the goose from off the common

And geese will still a common lack
Till they go and steal it back.

—Anonymous,17th century England
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ABC 
It’s bloodsport time in British Columbia again. That is, the province is once 
again going through the frenzy of self loathing and extraordinary antics we call an 
election.

Not that this election has ramped up yet, but surely at some point the multitude of sins 
of the current BC Liberal government will come home to roost. We are talking, after 
all, about the best government money can buy, and has bought. A government with 
no evidence of compassion and no sense of the ecology of this magnificent place. A 
government whose vaunted fiscal expertise lies mainly in creating debt for taxpayers 
and saving money by taking bus passes from the disabled, all the while enshrining a  
tax-free gravy train for fossil fuel corporations, mostly foreign ones at that.  

You know what to do. Vote. Anybody But Christy.
Delores Broten, Comox, BC, March 2017

Can you spare some miles?
Next fall we are hoping to join with other community sponsors, like Council of Ca-
nadians local chapters and sustainability partners, to send author Joyce Nelson on a 
speaking tour of the west for her book, Beyond Banksters: Resisting the New Feudal-
ism. 

Canada being the huge expanse it is, travel is difficult and expensive, so we are hoping 
that you can help by donating unneeded air miles or aeroplan or Westjet miles – we will 
pay the transfer fee. And if you are interested in being a sponsor in your community, 
get in touch with Delores at editor@watershedsentinel.ca.

At the ’Shed
FYI: Every member of Parliament and senator now has a copy of Beyond Banksters, 
thanks to the generosity of financial industry veteran Dr. Jerry Ackerman. Give them a 
call to ask if they have read it!
Attention Subscribers! The insert in the magazine is to attract new subscribers. You 
do not need to use it to renew your subscription. When the time comes, you will receive 
a friendly notice offering you an early bird discount for your renewal. Your expiry date 
is printed on the mailing label.
Apologies to those readers who felt their beliefs were disrespected by our Spirit and 
Nature feature last issue. We intended no disrespect to any belief system but will not 
promote discussion of theological issues in the magazine.   
Big Thank You to our excellent and bright-eyed team of proof readers, who enthusi-
astically track down typos and misplaced caps, and patiently explore the vagaries of 
the English language.

Editorial
Delores Broten

Disclaimer: Opinions published are not necessarily those 
of the publisher, editor or other staff and volunteers of the 
magazine.

Sentinel
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As Below So Above 
by Andrea Palframan

When I go into the forest
there is no desperation in the beauty. 
The moss, carpeting a slab of rock, 
doesn’t know that it is small: 
it grows as a lush rainforest,
each frond in miniature
reaching as ardently for sky 
as a noble fir.

Even the lightning struck maple tree, 
its lumpen core black and hollow, 
issues new editions.
long green sapling branches stretch out in innocence
like surprise offspring from a barren womb.

Arranged in perfect harmony 
the layers of forest beneath my feet 
weave a basket of roots.
earth, ground-down remnants,
and fellings of forest-past
are an ancestral understory 
that holds up the present.

These roots, you see, can bear anything. 
They can bear the pounding fury of horses racing off to war. 
They can bear the internment of an infant:
cradling her hushed body before
giving her back to the ancestors
who will hold her, bone to bone, 
in the deep deep heart of the land.

The roots bear witness. 
not to the present that sings and soars 
in all of its flamboyant variety, 
but to the timeless mulch from which all life springs, 
and to which it all returns.
The roots are patient, groping ever deeper, 
holding the world together, 
gnarled and twisted as
the veins in your grandmother’s hands, 
combing through the hair of the dead.

They are a river slow as time, 
snaking through mud blood and decay
descending into darkness 
to bring light to places they will never see.

We walk around on the surface, 
secure in our certainties, 
building imaginary walls that we defend with our lives

while
the roots tell a different story. 
A tale of the eternal knowing
that waits for us all.

the roots work to crumble the walls: and they win.
why not surrender, just for this instant
your desperation to uphold, 
and instead
find yourself 
held
up

Andrea Palframan is a writer and communications 
specialist living on Salt Spring Island, BC.
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Letters

Push Back on Rhetoric
Every day there are reports from corporate hired guns stating that Canadians must back 
off on Climate Change or our economy will not be able to compete with the Trumpster. 
Hopefully the environmental coalitions are preparing to push back before the general 
population starts to believe the rhetoric. I hope all of you who produce the Sentinel will 
continue with the energy and inspiration it takes to speak truth to power and to enrich 
human knowledge.

—John Cashore, Coquitlam, BC

LNG in Brentwood Bay
Here is what I found out from Dr. Eoin Finn regarding the proposed LNG terminal in 
Brentwood Bay. This would be the first floating LNG terminal in the world, meaning 
this has never been done before. To cool the gas into a liquid they would suck in 30,000 
gallons of seawater every hour (phytoplankton and small fish are also sucked in), then 
release that heated seawater (and since they don’t want anything fouling the pipes of 
their very expensive ships, they add a little biocide). That’s like filling 10 Olympic size 
swimming pools every week with warm, toxic seawater. “This amount of hypochlo-
rited hot water poured into the inlet … will turn it into a marine desert,” Finn told us. 
Saanich Inlet is home to shellfish, herring, and large salmon runs up the Goldstream 
Creek. It also houses the Ocean Networks Canada VENUS (Victoria Experimental 
Network Under the Sea) cabled undersea laboratory. 

This is only one downside to the 4ft diameter gas pipeline to come into Brentwood 
Bay. It cools the fracked gas into liquid to feed the massive (about the length of 3 foot-
ball fields) tanker ships, then pipes more fracked gas forward along another route past 
Duncan, west to Lake Cowichan, and on to the West Coast where another cooling and 
shipping facility is to be housed. The entire sea route of LNG tankers and the fracked 
gas pipeline route are fraught with potential disaster points, which threaten hundreds, 
even thousands of lives depending on where those disasters occur. And we know di-
sasters eventually do occur. 

Concerned adults need to start demanding answers. We need to weed through the sales 
pitch of well-paid corporate executives who are selling us a barrel of rotten fish. 

—Bill Woollam, Duncan, BC

The Watershed Sentinel welcomes letters 
but reserves the right to edit for brevity, 

clarity, legality, and taste. Anonymous letters 
will not be published. Send your musings and 

your missives to: 
Watershed Sentinel

Box 1270, Comox BC, V9M 7Z8
editor@watershedsentinel.ca 

or online at  www.watershedsentinel.ca

Beyond Banksters Strikes a Chord 

Debt and Fear, Macro and Local
Hi folks; we received a book with our re-
newal and as always, very impressed with 
Joyce Nelson’s research and clarity. The 
shock doctrine of debt and fear that Nao-
mi Klein wrote so skillfully about contin-
ues at a macro level but also on a local 
level of Salt Spring Island’s incorporation 
push which will lead to increased corpo-
rate development here ([private real es-
tate developer] Onni recently bought the 
Channel Ridge lands) and destruction of 
the Islands Trust.

—Rick & Juliette Laing, 
Salt Spring Island, BC

Our New Commons
Please send me two additional copies of 
Beyond Banksters. The author has defi-
nitely pointed out the trend that long-term 
investors should be targeting the things 
common to every city and town the world 
over. The most obvious are: water, its 
source, distribution facilities, and recy-
cling; sewage, its disposal or recycling; 
electricity, its production, transmission, 
and distribution.

The above are our new commons, as most 
of us now live in cities and towns, and 
they should stay out of the hands of pri-
vate enterprise. 

—Doug Drummond, Lillooet, BC

Education for Change: Pass it On
I just finished reading Beyond Banksters 
by Joyce Nelson, who has done a great 
job of tying together the corporate-gov-
ernment connections that besiege our 
country. I would like to encourage every-
one to buy a copy, share a copy and even 
buy a few copies to either give or sell to 
family, friends, and politicians. Until we 

all understand how we are being con-
trolled, we cannot cease being serfs for 
the elite. It is up to us to create the world 
we want, rather than live in the world that 
has been created by the rich and power-
ful. I truly believe that the more people 
are educated the better chance we have of 
making changes.

—Lavonne Garnett, Nanaimo, BC
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International News

Peatland in the Congo

Carbon Sink
Scientists have discovered the world’s 
largest tropical peatland in the remote 
Congo swamps, estimated to store the 
equivalent of three years worth of the 
world’s total fossil fuel emissions.

A UK-Congolese research team mapped 
the Cuvette Centrale peatlands in the cen-
tral Congo basin and found they could 
lock in 30 billion tonnes of carbon that 
was previously not known to exist, mak-
ing the region one of the most carbon-rich 
ecosystems on Earth. The peat covers 
only 4% of the whole Congo basin, but 
stores the same amount of carbon below 
ground as that stored above ground in the 
trees covering the other 96%.

Researcher Simon Lewis said: “ Our re-
sults show that carbon has been building 
up in the Congo basin’s peat for nearly 
11,000 years … If the Congo basin peat-
land complex was to be destroyed, this 
would release billions of tonnes of carbon 
dioxide into our atmosphere.”

—www.theguardian.com,
January 11, 2017

Microplastics in Fish & Shellfish

Eat Your Plastics
A new study prepared for the Internation-
al Maritime Organization has shown that 
tiny pieces of plastic are making their 
way into the flesh of fish and shellfish 
found at the supermarket.

Microplastics get into aquatic habitats 
from many different sources, from tiny 
synthetic fibres that come off of our cloth-
ing to bits of car tire that make their way 
through storm drains into waterways.

No risk assessment has been done on  the 
effect of microplastics  on  humans who 
consume them. Plastics absorb or car-
ry organic contaminants, such as PCBs, 
pesticides, flame retardants and hor-
mone-disrupting compounds. 

—www.cbc.ca,
January 28, 2017

Major Deposit to Arctic Seed Bank

Crop Insurance
Nearly 50,000 samples of seeds from col-
lections in Benin, India, Pakistan, Leba-
non, Morocco, the Netherlands, the US, 
Mexico, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Belar-
us and the UK travelled to the Arctic in 
February for long-term safekeeping.

The Svalbard Global Seed Vault, the 
world’s largest collection of agricultur-
al biodiversity, can store up to four and 
a half million samples of crops from all 
over the world. By preserving duplicate 
samples of seeds held in gene banks 
worldwide, the vault provides a “fail 
safe” insurance against loss of crop di-
versity caused by climate change, natural 
disaster or war.

—www.croptrust.org,
February 22, 2017

Indigenous Forests in Indonesia

Land Justice
Indonesian President Joko Widodo has 
granted part of the “customary forests” 
lying within a Royal Golden Eagle 
(RGE) pulpwood concession to an indig-
enous group.

The conflict between indigenous groups 
whose customary forests fall within a 
pulpwood concession belonging to a sub-
sidiary of pulp giant RGE, and the com-
pany itself has been going on for years. 
Based on data from the Indonesian Min-
istry of the Environment and Forestry, 
there are eleven customary forest blocks 
spread throughout this concession. 

—www.foresthints.news,
February 1, 2017

Canada’s Arctic and Rising Seas

Surface Melt
Ice loss from Canada’s Arctic glaciers has 
transformed them into a major contribu-
tor to sea level change, new research by 
glaciologists at University of California 
has found. 

The team found that in the past decade, 
overall ice mass declined markedly, turn-
ing the region into a major contributor to 
sea level change. Canada holds 25 per 
cent of all Arctic ice. From 2005 to 2015, 
surface melt off ice caps and glaciers of 
the Queen Elizabeth Islands grew by an 
astonishing 900 per cent.

Until 2005, the ice loss was caused al-
most equally by calving icebergs from 
glacier fronts into the ocean and by melt-
ing on glacier surfaces. Surface melt now 
accounts for 90 per cent.

—news.uci.edu, February 14, 2017
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Canadian News

Shawnigan Dump Suspended

Water Victory
BC Environment Minister Mary Polak 
has suspended the permit for a controver-
sial contaminated soil landfill site four 
kilometres uphill from Shawnigan Lake, 
in a provincially designated “Communi-
ty Watershed.” A creek and aquifers that 
drain into the lake flow directly through 
or underneath the site.

The suspension order directly follows a 
dramatic court ruling on Jan. 23 that or-
dered all shipments of toxic soil to stop 
because “false and misleading” infor-
mation had been presented to the Envi-
ronmental Appeal Board to support the 
permit.

To date, the Cowichan Valley Regional 
District and Shawnigan Residents Asso-
ciation have spent more than $2 million 
to effectively force the province to up-
hold its own laws.

—thetyee.ca,
January 28, 2017

North Coast Habitat Protected

Sponge Reefs
Fisheries and Oceans Canada has desig-
nated Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte 
Sound Glass Sponge Reefs a Marine 
Protected Area (MPA). This new MPA 
creates 2,410 km² of protected aquatic 
territory southeast of Haida Gwaii, be-
tween the north and south entrances to 
the Douglas Channel. 

The area is internationally recognized 
as an exceptional marine habitat. The 
sponges are estimated to be 9,000 years 
old.

—www.cosbc.ca,
February 16, 2017

Rare Wetland Hangs in the Balance

Site C Logging
BC Hydro has agreed to a request from 
the Peace River regional district to post-
pone most logging around Watson Slough 
until 2024 when the Site C reservoir is 
flooded.

Watson Slough  provides habitat for two 
dozen bird, plant and amphibian species 
and has been called a “wetland of incred-
ible biodiversity.” 

BC Hydro says it will compensate for the 
loss of about 800 hectares of wetlands to 
Site C by enhancing existing wetlands 
and even making new ones, but scientists 
say it’s just not possible to recreate a nat-
ural wetland like Watson Slough.

—www.desmog.ca; 
Dawson Creek Mirror,

February 8 and 23, 2017

First Nation Environment Review

Ajax Mine
Stk’emlúpsemc te Secwépemc Nation 
(SSN) does not give its free, prior and 
informed consent to the development of 
the lands and resources at Pípsell (Jacko 
Lake and Area) for the purposes of the 
Ajax Mine Project.
 

The Ajax Mine Project in its proposed 
location at Pípsell is in opposition to the 
SSN land use objective for this profound-
ly sacred, culturally important, and his-
torically significant keystone site which 
significance is fundamental and undimin-
ished.
 
The SSN Joint Council, composed of 
the elected leadership of Tk’emlúps 
te Secwépemc and Skeetchestn Indian 
Band, made this decision in accordance 
with SSN’s laws, traditions, customs and 
land tenure systems supported by the ev-
idence and assessments as presented in 
the Pípsell Report and SSN Panel Rec-
ommendations Report.

—SSN Media Release,  
March 4, 2017

Energy Regulator Gets Immunity

Justice Denied
In a 5-4 split decision, the Supreme Court 
of Canada rejected Alberta landowner 
Jessica Ernst’s challenge to sue the Alber-
ta Energy Regulator for denying her right 
to freedom of expression.

Ernst has claimed hydraulic fracking so 
severely contaminated her well and wa-
ter supply with toxic chemicals that she 
could set it on fire. She argued the Alber-
ta Energy Regulator violated her charter 
right to freedom of expression by refus-
ing to accept her complaints and pressur-
ing her to stop making criticisms publicly 
and through the media.

Reacting to the ruling, Ernst said because 
there were divisions on the bench and 
mixed interpretations, she hopes anoth-
er challenge will make its way to the top 
court.

—www.cbc.ca,
January 13, 2017
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Bold Vision

The Ahousaht First Nation has released the first phase of 
their long-term sustainable economic development plan for 
their hahoulthlee (territory) in Clayoquot Sound. The first 
phase is a marine- and land-use vision that supports Ahou-
saht’s vision for diverse, long-term economic development.

The Ahousaht Nation has the largest tracts of old growth forest 
in their territory of any Vancouver Island band. They plan to des-
ignate 82% of their 170,000 hectare territory as WIKLAKʷIIḤ7 
or Ahousaht “Cultural and Natural Areas” that prohibit logging, 
mining, and oil and gas development, including most of Flores 
and Vargas Islands, and the Sydney, Ursus, Pretty Girl, and Bul-
son Valleys.

“The economic sustainability of our community must be under-
pinned by sustainable marine and land use planning and that is 
where we are starting today,” said Chief Maquinna.

The release of this vision represents the culmination of over 
two years of work by the community, led by the Maaqutusi-
is Hahoutlhee Stewardship Society (MHSS), which represents 
the Ahousaht Hawiih (Ahousaht Chiefs). Chief Maquinna also 
voiced his appreciation to The Nature Conservancy Canada 
(TNC) for their technical support in reaching this point and their 
commitment to raise a stewardship endowment fund to support 
the implementation of their land use vision and the sustainable 
management and economic development in the region.
  
The Ahousaht believe that this is the beginning of a new era, 
based on recognition and celebration of Ahousaht people and 
culture, conservation of the world-class forest and marine re-
sources of Clayoquot Sound, and the development of a more 
diversified, sustainable local economy, including community 
forestry.

Hereditary Chief Shawn A-in-chut Atleo expressed his support 
for the vision: “The community values expressed during the 
planning process reaffirmed our traditional teachings that the 
Ahousaht people are inextricably linked to the natural world that 

we refer to as our hahoulthlee. This bold vision brings certainty 
to the future of old growth forests and ensures functioning ma-
rine and aquatic ecosystems into the next millennia. It is a proud 
day to be Ahousaht.”

TNC Canada Executive Director Hadley Archer offered his con-
gratulations: “When Ahousaht invited TNC Canada to support 
their land-use planning, we could only hope that it would be-
come what it is today – a blueprint for a sustainable future rooted 
in sacred cultural values and protective of a globally significant 
ecosystem. We look forward to continued work with the Ahou-
saht and other Nations in building thriving, local economies.”

Chiefs Atleo and Maquinna also voiced their support to their 
neighbouring First Nations, Tla-o-qui-aht and Hesquiaht, as 
they embark on similar planning processes for their traditional 
territories and look forward to developing shared boundary ac-
cords as they progress. 

—From Maaqutusiis Hahoulthlee Stewardship Society and 
Ancient Forest Alliance news releases

Ahousaht Nation’s land use vision 
prioritizes sustainable economic development

http://www.mhssahousaht.ca/mhss
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by Emma Gilchrist

The Site C hydro dam in northeastern 
B.C. may be more than a year into con-
struction, but the federal government 
still hasn’t determined whether the 
mega dam infringes on treaty rights –
and, according to a Federal Court of Ap-
peal ruling this week, the government 
isn’t obligated to answer that question.

The West Moberly and Prophet River 
First Nations filed a judicial review in 
November 2014, arguing the federal gov-
ernment should have determined if the 

Site C dam infringes on treaty rights pri-
or to issuing permits for the dam, which 
would flood more than 100 kilometres of 
river valley.

Seems like a bit of a no-brainer, right? 

Turns out it’s not.

This week, the Court of Appeal upheld an 
earlier decision, which stated that the fed-
eral cabinet wasn’t required to determine 
if there was any  infringement of treaty 

rights, which are protected under the Ca-
nadian constitution.

“How can they authorize a project of this 
magnitude and not even turn their minds 
to whether it’s infringement given the 
history of this file?” Allisun Rana, legal 
counsel for West Moberly and Prophet 
River First Nations, told DeSmog Canada.

“Our clients had been told that the Crown 
would make the determination on in-
fringement at the end of the day.”

Treaty Travesty
Site C dam ruling says a lot about Canada’s relationship 
with First Nations
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But according to the ruling, only the 
courts can decide whether there is an in-
fringement of treaty rights.

“What the judges are doing is just shift-
ing the question,” said Caleb Behn, a for-
mer lawyer whose mother is a member of 
West Moberly First Nation. “This doesn’t 
solve the problem. It shifts the blame.”

Significant adverse effects on hunt-
ing, fishing and trapping

The government-appointed panel that re-
viewed the Site C dam in 2014 concluded 
the project would likely cause significant 
adverse effects on fishing, hunting, and 
trapping in Treaty 8 territory and that 
those effects could not be mitigated.

The joint review panel, however, was 
instructed not to make a judgement on 
whether these “adverse effects” constitut-
ed an infringement of treaty rights.

In May 2016, 250 prominent scientists 
and academics from across Canada called 
on Justin Trudeau to halt construction of 
the Site C dam, saying the impacts of the 
project on indigenous rights had not been 
adequately considered.

In a letter signed by the Royal Society of 
Canada, the group specifically requested 
the project be reviewed by the Depart-
ment of Justice to determine if aboriginal 
and treaty rights were being infringed.  

In this week’s decision, the judge didn’t 
mince words while dismissing  the appeal 
with costs, meaning the two First Nations 
must  pay for the government’s costs as 
well as their own.

“Judicial review is not the proper forum 
to determine whether the appellants’ 
rights are unjustifiably infringed,” judge 
Richard Boivin wrote in his ruling.

First Nations must launch civil suit 
to address treaty rights: Court

The decision means the First Nations 
must file a civil suit to address whether 
their treaty rights have been infringed. 
Civil suits of this nature include a full 
trial and often last several hundred days.

“If that is the only remedy, then that is 
not a very efficient or effective remedy,” 
Chris Tollefson, executive director of the 
Pacific Centre for Environmental Law 
and Litigation, told DeSmog Canada. “I 
find that troubling.”

The ruling leaves a gaping question: if the 
review panel can’t render judgement on 
treaty rights and neither can the federal 
government, then who is keeping guard?
“Whose responsibility is it to ensure 
decisions are not made that irrevocably 
harm constitutionally protected rights?” 
Tollefson said.

“You wonder whether that task has been 
assigned to any arm or branch of govern-
ment or whether in the end all that is left 
is for this nation to undertake is a very 
complicated and lengthy proceeding to 
pursue that argument – which, without an 
injunction, will be a futile quest.”

Injunction still a possibility but 
clock is ticking

If the nations decide to file a civil suit, 
they could also file an injunction applica-
tion to stop work until the case has been 
heard – but that process is also flawed, 
according to Rana.

“The whole injunction test was not devel-
oped in an environmental or aboriginal 
law context,” Rana said. “It’s not aimed 
at … balancing the pros and cons that 
should be weighed when you’re looking 
at aboriginal or treaty rights.”

Take the Blueberry River First Nation, 
for example. The Treaty 8 nation in north-
eastern BC filed a civil action for treaty 
infringement based on the cumulative im-
pacts of decades of industrial projects in 
their territory nearly two years ago. Blue-
berry River also filed two injunction ap-
plications. It lost the first one, and is still 
waiting for a ruling on the second one.

“What the court told them on the first 
one …  is that if your claim is that cumu-
latively all of these projects infringe on 
your treaty rights … well, how is stop-
ping this particular authorization solving 
your problem? Because the problem that 
you’re asking the court to address at trial 
is the cumulative effects of all these proj-
ects,” Rana said.

In other words: it’s particularly challeng-
ing to win an injunction in cases of cu-
mulative effects. Further to that, getting 
an injunction against a project that’s al-
ready well under construction is an uphill 
battle.

“An injunction against a project that is in 
the build-out stage could be very difficult 
to secure,” Tollefson noted. “Even if you 
could secure it, the band would likely 
have to guarantee BC Hydro against any 
losses that it would incur if the challenge 
is unsuccessful.”

West Moberly and Prophet River First 
Nations did seek an injunction against 
site preparation work on the dam in 2015. 
The court denied the injunction, saying 
there wasn’t evidence of “irreparable 
damage.”

If the nations were to file another injunc-
tion application before the cutting of old 
growth forest, for instance, they could 
win.

Continued on Page 10  
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Treaty Travesty continued

“If one had unlimited resources, they 
could simply keep filing injunction after 
injunction after injunction, but no one has 
unlimited resources, right?” Rana said.

The financial burden of having to chal-
lenge projects like this in court presents 
a very real barrier to First Nations being 
able to defend their treaty rights.

When does the government consid-
er treaty rights? 

“If the nations are required to go through 
a decade of litigation … and bring injunc-
tion application after injunction applica-
tion to ensure that the dam isn’t built, that 
would financially cripple and destroy 
these nations in trying to maintain and 
preserve their established rights,” said 
Emily Grier, another member of legal 
counsel for West Moberly and Prophet 
River First Nations.

If the government didn’t have to consid-
er constitutionally protected treaty rights 
while determining whether to issue an en-

vironmental assessment certificate for the 
Site C dam, it raises the question: when 
do they consider treaty rights?

“At what point is the Crown obligated to 
stop and make sure that they’re not going 
too far, that they’re not crossing over into 
an infringement?” Rana said.

Tollefson said the decision sheds light on 
the role of cabinet in decision-making un-
der federal environmental law.

“What this case powerfully underscores 
is that there’s very broad discretion” in 
cabinet decision-making, he said.

“One would have thought, however, that 
as part of that exercise in discretion that 
the impact on constitutionally protected 
rights would have been a mandatory con-
sideration … but the court seems to say 
otherwise,” Tollefson said.

The First Nations can apply to seek leave 
to go to the Supreme Court of Canada. 
The Supreme Court will then decide 
whether to take the case.

There are also two other outstanding ap-
peals. One regards the province of BC’s 
decision to issue an environmental as-
sessment certificate in 2014 and makes 
the same argument as the federal case. 
The appeal was argued in December 
2016 and is awaiting judgement. The oth-
er case is a judicial review of provincial 
permits – the court upheld the permits 
in a ruling last fall, but the First Nations 
have filed a Notice of Appeal.

“Court decisions don’t sound like much 
to a lot of people, but there’s a bunch of 
land that’s about to get lost essentially 

forever,” Behn told DeSmog 
Canada. 

“As a Treaty 8 person on both 
my mother and my father’s 
side … my ancestors hoped 
we could do better than this.”

Originally published on www.
desmog.ca, January 25, 2017

“What the judges are 
doing is just shifting the 
question .... This doesn’t 

solve the problem. 
It shifts the blame.”
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Solar 101
Solar modules and utility mains

by Graham Morfitt

When talking about solar power, I 
am happy to discover interest in 
the technology is at an all-time 
high. More and more people are 
keen to explore the possibility of 
decoupling from the utility mains. 
Why pay utility rates and taxes for 
new dams? Being your own utility 
would at least free you from the 
former. This article will bring you 
up-to-speed on what’s involved in 
generating your own power. 

Much has happened over 20 years in the solar industry, especial-
ly the dramatic drop in solar module prices. Twenty years ago, 
a 75 Watt solar module sold for about $750. Today, a 300 Watt 
module costs under $500. This is mostly due to streamlining ev-
erything from silicon wafer production to assembly and testing, 
and to a shift from 36-cell modules to 60- and 72-cell modules.

Today’s 300W module is typically part of an array of modules 
plugged into the utility grid to offset power consumed by a 
home, farm, or commercial building.  That earlier 75W module 
was more likely used on an off-grid cabin or RV.

Ethical Equipment

With the rapid growth of the solar industry comes innovation, 
but perhaps none as important as responsible manufacturing. 
Green energy companies work to differentiate themselves from 
the pollution-prone fossil fuel industry by producing ethically 
and sustainably. Thankfully, your solar power system can fea-
ture solar modules produced with minimal use of toxic chemi-
cals and trace minerals, by factories with strict policies regard-
ing sourcing and recycling, and with appropriate standards for 
workers’ rights and conditions. The Silicon Valley Toxics Co-
alition has led the way in championing companies putting the 
responsibility in renewable energy (svtc.org).

Grid-Tie Solar

In the last 10-15 years, “net-metering” has gained a foothold 
in most jurisdictions. While specifics vary, the basics are these: 
If you generate your own power, you can connect that source 
to the grid through your existing utility connection. Obviously, 
there are strict guidelines and code requirements. You can use 
the power generated, export any excess to the grid, or import 
from the grid to cover any shortfall. Some utilities, like BC Hy-
dro, will bank your excess power credits from one month to ap-
ply to any shortfall in another, and will buy any annual excess. 
Check with your utility for complete information. 

Food For Thought

If only one in five lower mainland homes put a few kW of solar 
on their roofs, there would be no need for Site C dam. 

Off-Grid Solar

For decades, the main application for solar modules was to bring 
electrical power to remote places such as cabins, telecom sites, 
farm outbuildings, boats, and RVs.  Since utility power is not 
available, fairly strict power budgeting is required in order to 
avoid loss of power or having to add a noisy generator to the 
mix. Designing a system involves totalling your power needs, 
then calculating a solar array and power storage battery to meet 
that demand during low sunshine months. Off-grid solar remains 
a dynamic and growing sector of the industry, with equipment 
evolving to make it ever safer and more efficient. 

Next issue: Residential Grid-Tie and Off Grid Solar. 

Graham Morfitt has been providing solar power solutions for 
backpacks and residences for over 18 years. His company, Mod-
ern Outpost, is based in the Comox Valley
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Exactly the right place for continental water-sharing plans

Site C and NAWAPA

 

In her book Beyond Banksters: Resisting 
the New Feudalism, Joyce Nelson de-
voted a chapter to the looming issue of 
bulk water exports. Here she provides 
an update, given the election of Donald 
Trump and the possible re-negotiation 
of NAFTA.

by Joyce Nelson

For years, scientists have been telling 
Californians that increased groundwater 
pumping for farmland irrigation is rap-

idly depleting the aquifers and is simply 
not sustainable. Even now, as the rains 
return to northern California, the problem 
of disappearing groundwater in the south-
ern part of the state continues, and largely 
because of an industry based on an early 
20th century premise of “making the des-
ert bloom.” 

While campaigning in California last 
May, Donald Trump told the crowd 

of cheering supporters, “There is no 
drought” – a stunning claim that invited 
his listeners to deny their own lived expe-
rience. Since 2011, drought in California, 
Texas, and much of the southwest have 
led to draconian crackdowns on every-
thing from lawn-watering to car-washing 
to water-hoarding.  

©DeSmogCanada

https://watershedsentinel.ca/beyond-banksters/
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“You have a water problem that is so 
insane,” Trump said. “It is so ridiculous 
where they are taking the water and shov-
ing it out to sea … If I win, believe me, 
we’re going to start opening up the water.”
Trump’s pick for Secretary of State, Rex 
Tillerson, as Chair and CEO of Exxon-
Mobil, told the US Council on Foreign 
Relations (June 27, 2012), “There is plen-
ty of water. It’s just not in all the right 
places,” calling it “a water distribution 
problem.”

Site C

Making water available to “the right plac-
es” has been the dream of megaproject 
promoters of bulk water export ever since 
the 1950s, when the US Army Corps of 
Engineers mapped Canada’s freshwa-
ter resources in fulfillment of their gov-
ernment mandate to make sure America 
would never run out of water.

According to BC agronomist Wendy 
Holm, Site C “is exactly where it needs 
to be to deliver continental water-sharing 
plans” like NAWAPA, the North Ameri-
can Water and Power Alliance. The high-
ly controversial BC Hydro Site C dam 
project will create an 83-kilometre-long 
reservoir in the Peace River Valley, which 
is already the site of two previously-built 
dams. 

Now that the Prophet River and West 
Moberly First Nations have lost their 
Federal Appeal Court treaty challenge to 
Site C, there is little in the way of the $9 
billion project.

The NAWAPA “water-sharing” plan, un-
veiled in 1964 by the California-based 
Ralph M. Parsons Company (now called 
Parsons Corporation), was based on those 
Army Corps maps, and taken to a new 
level of engineering grandiosity. NAWA-
PA would divert water from the Yukon, 

Laird, Fraser, Peace and Columbia Riv-
ers for use in Canada, the US and Mexi-
co through a series of reservoirs, canals, 
pipelines, tunnels and pumping stations. 

Parsons Company’s 1964 plan stated: 
“Water is now our number one continen-
tal problem and must be solved on a con-
tinental scale.” NAWAPA would “take 
advantage of the geography and clima-
tology of the North American Continent, 
utilizing the excess water of the high 
yield watersheds of the far northwestern 
land masses by distributing it to the wa-
ter deficient areas of Canada, the United 
States, and northern Mexico in sufficient 
quantities to assure water supplies [for] 
the next one hundred years or more.”

NAWAPA’s goal: the annual delivery of 
158 million acre-feet of freshwater to (in 
Tillerson’s words) “the right places.” 

Watershed Sentinel’s clippings archive 
reveals that interest in NAWAPA has re-
emerged almost every dozen years or so, 
usually coinciding with US periods of 
drought. But this time, critics are warning 
that many of the reservoirs, canals, pipe-
lines, etc., are already in place, having 
been built incrementally since the 1950s.

Holm told me by email that Site C “will 
enable water transfers east of the Rock-
ies,” across Alberta and the Prairies, and 
south through the Great Plains states to 
Texas and the southwest.

A 2015 report published by the Univer-
sity of Calgary School for Public Policy 
noted that the “NAWAPA project would 
feed the headwaters of the Colorado 
River, a major source of water for the ... 
southwestern United States, and stabilize 
the Ogallala Aquifer, a major source of 
water for farmers in the Great Plains.” 
The School for Public Policy is funded 
by ExxonMobil subsidiary Imperial Oil.

Holm also states that “with NAFTA in 
place, we have lost our sovereign rights 
to stop these sorts of things.”

NAFTA

One of NAWAPA’s early promoters was 
Canadian financier Simon Reisman, who 
negotiated the 1988 Canada-US Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) during the reign 
of PM Brian Mulroney, himself an advo-
cate of bulk water export. That agreement 
was the predecessor to the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
signed by PM Jean Chretien and in effect 
since 1994. 

Wendy Holm says that NAFTA “got rid 
of the messy sovereignty issues” around 
water. As she told me by email, “With 
respect to transboundary movement of 
water, there are no real ‘decisions’ to 
be made. That ship has sailed. All water 
other than ‘natural waters’ (free flowing 
lakes and rivers) come under NAFTA.” 
Presumably this means reservoirs and 
aquifers. So if Canada tried to stop bulk 
water export, it would be subject to an 
investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) 
lawsuit. “We can pass any legislation we 
want,” Holm told me, “but if it violates 
NAFTA rights, it can be challenged” in 
the private arbitration courts.

Site C may provide energy and water 
for fracking and tar sands mining in the 
medium term, but in the long term Holm 
says that “the end game” of Site C is bulk 
water export because that water “will 
have a far higher value” than oil and gas.

According to the Council of Canadians, 
“In 1999, the federal and provincial gov-
ernments entered into a voluntary agree-
ment banning bulk water exports. But 
any province that chose to lift that volun-
tary ban and approve bulk water exports 

Continued on Page 14  
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NAWAPA continued

would put pressure on every other prov-
ince” because the ISDS provision “could 
be used by a company denied permission 
to export water from any other province.” 

On January 23, 2017, a Council of Ca-
nadians blog post noted, “The Frontier 
Centre for Public Policy has estimated 
that Manitoba could make $1.33 billion 
a year by exporting one per cent of the 
fresh water that flows into Hudson Bay 
via a pipeline to American markets.”

Water Permits

In 2001, Holm warned about Bill C-6, An 
Act to Amend the Boundary Waters Act, 
which “purports to ban exports ‘except 
where permitted’ and vests water ex-
port-licensing authority with the Minis-
ter of International Affairs,” (now called 
Minister of Foreign Affairs). C-6 was 
given Royal Assent in December 2001.

I asked Holm if C-6 is still in force, but 
she wasn’t sure. So I asked Maude Bar-
low, who told me by email that C-6 was 
supposedly “superceded” by 2012 legis-
lation, but she didn’t agree.  She referred 
me to her new book Boiling Point, which 
discusses Bill C-383, the Transboundary 
Waters Protection Act of 2012.
 
Far from protecting Canada’s water, 
C-383 contains “constitutional and 
trade-related flaws” that leave Canada 
open to NAFTA challenges. As the Coun-
cil of Canadians recently noted, C-383 
“does not protect non-boundary waters 
[and] allows bulk removals of 50,000 li-
tres of water per day.”

Still unsure about the status of C-6, I 
asked public interest lawyer Steven 
Shrybman, who responded by email that 
unless the law has been rescinded, it is 
still the law. 

So I checked openparliament.ca, which 
says of C-6, “Status: This bill has received 
Royal Assent and is now law.”Apparent-
ly then, Canada’s Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs has water export-licensing authority 
and can issue permits for export.

In January 2017, Chrystia Freeland was 
promoted to be Canada’s Minister of For-
eign Affairs, replacing Stephane Dion. 
During the 2015 federal election cam-
paign, Dion voiced strong opposition to 
bulk water exports. Freeland, however, 
took no such stance. Her new portfolio 
duties include the NAFTA file, which 
President Trump wants to re-negotiate or 
discard.

Both Wendy Holm and Maude Barlow 
are urging that water “as a good, service, 
or investment” be removed from NAFTA 
and the FTA. 

The Council of Canadians state that “wa-
ter, energy proportionality and the inves-
tor-state clause” should be excised from 
the continental deals. Energy propor-
tionality  requires countries to export the 
same proportion of total energy supply 
that it has done over the previous three 
years. Its aim was to ensure unlimited 
US access to Canadian energy resources: 
Mexico refused the clause and got an ex-
emption. The investor-state clause gives 
foreign corporations the right to sue Ca-
nadian governments for passing laws that 
hurt their profits. 
      
Holm warns that with Site C, if BC Hy-
dro is privatized, the bulk water export 
decision “will be in investors’ hands.”

Investors’ Hands

For two days in January 2017, the 
Trudeau Liberal Cabinet huddled to dis-
cuss Trump’s administrative appoint-

ments and his call for NAFTA to be 
re-negotiated. 

Freeland had already been making the 
rounds in Washington as trade minister, 
meeting with Trump advisor Newt Gin-
grich, who is with Dentons, the world’s 
biggest law and lobbying firm. There 
he is joined by other powerhouse advi-
sors, including Jean Chretien, Gary Doer 
(former Manitoba premier and former 
Canadian ambassador to the US), James 
Moore (former Canadian Industry minis-
ter), Stephen Harper, and Gordon Giffin 
(former US ambassador to Canada and 
long-time director of Canadian Natural 
Resources Ltd.)  Dentons has close ties to 
Donald Trump. 

In 2014, Dentons advised its clients that 
“over the next 15 years” demand for fresh 
water will increase globally “by 40 per-
cent.” One of Dentons’ corporate clients 
is pipeline giant Enbridge, whom Den-
tons lawyers defended in the recent Su-
preme Court challenge to Line 9 by the 
Chippewas of the Thames in Ontario. 

As trade minister, Freeland had also al-
ready met with Stephen Schwarzman, the 
CEO of the Blackstone Group investment 
firm, where Brian Mulroney has been a 
director since 2007. In 2014, the Black-
stone Group launched something called 
Global Water Development Partners to 
“identify, develop, finance, construct and 
operate large-scale independent water de-
velopment projects.” Mulroney has been 
a liason between Trudeau and Trump 
since the November election. 

In December 2016, Blackstone Group’s 
Stephen Schwarzman was appointed 
Chair of the President’s Strategic and 
Policy Forum – a group of business lead-
ers (including Larry Fink of BlackRock 
– the world’s largest investment compa-
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ny) who are advising Trump. The Forum 
members include infrastructure heavy-
weights such as the chairman of Global 
Infrastructure Partners (formed by Credit 
Suisse and General Electric).

During the Trudeau cabinet huddle, dis-
cussions included McKinsey’s Dominic 
Barton (the head of Trudeau’s Council 
of Economic Advisers), and Blackstone 
Group’s Stephen Schwarzman. 

Obviously, a very small circle of elites are 
drawing up the plans for NAFTA renego-
tiations and other cross-border issues.

Joyce Nelson is an award-winning free-
lance writer/researcher and the author 
of six books.

http://bcbooklook.com/2017/01/31/the-voice-of-joyce/
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Facts and studies in defense of the electric car

Big Oil Fictions

by Barry Saxifrage

I applaud the call in “Investment Puz-
zle” [Jan/Feb 2017] to hold all com-
panies, including electric vehicle (EV) 
makers, to the same high standards. 
The examples of “significant environ-
mental risks” given, however, are bo-
gus. They match the oil industry’s re-
lentless dis-information attack on EVs. 
The merchants of carbon are working 
to protect their climate-destabilizing 
profits at the expense of humanity 
transitioning to a climate-sane energy 
system in time. To illustrate, let’s look 
at the article’s four supposedly major 
EV problems:

Claim: “Most batteries end up in landfills 
… heavy metals being released.”

Response: Rubbish. Few if any EV 
batteries end up in landfills. They are 
too valuable. They are re-used for en-
ergy storage, or recycled for their valu-
able metals. As Green Car Reports says: 
“Every maker of plug-in electric cars 
will have a program to take back used 
or damaged battery packs.” Nissan calls 
their used Leaf batteries “an asset to be 
leveraged.” Toyota calls its batteries “ze-
ro-landfill” products. They collect and re-
cycle over 90% of them. Others get used 

for energy storage. Tesla already recycles 
every battery they can get back. And they 
are working to “close the loop” by build-
ing a battery-recycling line directly into 
their new battery-producing Gigafactory.

Further Reading:
•www.edmunds.com/fuel-economy/what-
happens-to-ev-and-hybrid-batteries.html
•www.hybr idcars .com/ toyo ta-eu-
rope-aiming-for-100-percent-hybrid-bat-
tery-recycling

Claim: “Using coal-fired electricity to re-
charge the batteries, as happens in much 
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of the US and in parts of Canada, may 
result in worse greenhouse gas emissions 
and other environmental consequences 
than does driving a gasoline powered 
car.”

Response: Shockingly wrong. Another 
of Big Oil’s false memes is that EVs are 
somehow just as climate polluting as gas 
burners. Multiple studies have thoroughly 
debunked this. For example, a 2015 study 
by Union of Concerned Scientists, Clean-
er Cars from Cradle to Grave, found that 
“over their lifetime, battery electric ve-
hicles produce far less global warming 
pollution than their gasoline counterparts 
– and they’re getting cleaner.” This was 
true for “all Americans” in all regions. 
And an in-depth 2016 study by the US 
Energy Department, Emissions Associat-
ed with Electric Vehicle Charging, found 
that plug-in cars produce less climate pol-
lution in all scenarios. It included a the-
oretical 93% coal-fired grid. Our dirtiest 
grids (US Rockies WECC and Alberta) 
are down to 70% coal. And grids keep 
getting cleaner at a startling rate. Cana-
da’s electricity is 33% cleaner since 2005, 
with all coal burning being shut down by 
2030. And the US has reduced coal burn 
by a third since 2005.

Further Reading:
•www.ucsusa.org/clean-vehicles/elec-
tric-vehicles/life-cycle-ev-emissions
•www.afdc.energy.gov/uploads/publica-
tion/ev_emissions_impact.pdf
•www.nationalobserver.com/2015/11/02/
news/surprise-canadas-global-lead-
er-one-area-climate-action

Claim: “Pounds of toxic cobalt and un-
stable lithium … presenting a safety haz-
ard.”

Response: Scare tactic. Another Big 
Oil myth is that EVs are somehow less 
safe. When it comes to safety, EVs un-

dergo the same publicly reported safety 
tests as other cars. For example, the US 
National Highway Safety Administration 
gave Tesla’s Model S the highest possible 
safety rating – five stars in every cate-
gory. Less than 1% of gasoline cars can 
match this safety standard.

As far as the batteries themselves, Tesla 
states: “our lithium ion cells contain no 
heavy metals, nor any toxic materials.” It 
is true that some EV batteries can contain 
up to 10kg of lithium, which can ignite 
during vehicle accidents, in rare cases. 
Internal combustion engine (ICE) cars 
contain their own unstable (and toxic) 
chemical that also ignites in some acci-
dents. It’s called gasoline. In fact, every 
three minutes an ICE car catches on fire 
on US highways, without being in any 
accident. The average ICE car must burn 
25 tonnes of gasoline during its lifespan 
– releasing 100 tonnes (wells to wheels) 
of unsafe global warming and ocean acid-
ification pollution. And gasoline exhaust 
makes our air hazardous in other ways. 
One example: 53,000 early deaths each 
year in the USA from it (MIT study).

Further Reading:
•www.nhtsa.gov/ratings#vehicle – com-
pare safety ratings for different cars
•www.tesla.com/en_CA/blog/myth-
busters-part-3-recycling-our-non-toxic-
battery-packs
•http://news.mit.edu/2013/study-air-
pollution-causes-200000-early-deaths-
each-year-in-the-us-0829

Claim: “Mining of graphite and lithium, 
required for the batteries, results in sig-
nificant environmental impacts and so-
cial dislocation.”

Response: Time to dig a little deeper. 
Graphite mining in China has apparently 
caused problems. Which EV makers use 
it? Who knows, because not one exam-

ple is provided. Vague statements lacking 
specific examples are a hallmark of Big 
Carbon’s “alternative facts” campaigns. 
My own Google search revealed that EV 
leader Tesla uses a synthetic graphite 
from Japan and Europe. It costs twice as 
much. Tesla also says its under-construc-
tion Gigafactory will source all battery 
materials from North America. The rea-
son: “to establish a supply chain that is 
local and focused on minimizing environ-
mental impact while significantly reduc-
ing battery cost.”

Lithium is primarily produced by pumping 
underground brine into evaporation ponds. 
Chile, Argentina and Nevada are major 
producers. I could find no specific exam-
ples of significant environmental impacts 
or social dislocation from it. Can you?

What I could easily find is lots of specific 
examples of environmental and social de-
struction caused by oil extraction. From 
the tar sands, to Gulf of Mexico spills, 
to Ecuadorean Amazon dislocations, to 
Middle East wars, dirty oil is tearing apart 
ecosystems and communities. Each EV 
needs a few kg of lithium, which can be 
recycled and reused. Each ICE car needs 
25 tonnes of new oil extracted, which all 
turns to pollution.

Further Reading:
•en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithium#Production

Bottom line: If we want to hold EV mak-
ers accountable we first need to separate 
EV facts from Big Oil fictions. That re-
quires specific examples (which com-
pany, what actions) backed by trusted 
sources that show us the details.

Barry Saxifrage researches, charts and 
writes about our intensifying climate cri-
sis. VisualCarbon.org

http://www.ucsusa.org/clean-vehicles/electric-vehicles/life-cycle-ev-emissions#.WL8j8DvyuUl
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/uploads/publication/ev_emissions_impact.pdf
http://www.nationalobserver.com/2015/11/02/news/surprise-canadas-global-leader-one-area-climate-action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithium#Production
https://www.tesla.com/en_CA/blog/mythbusters-part-3-recycling-our-non-toxic-battery-packs
http://www.saxifrages.org/eco/
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Home
Around  the world

Land

Homelessness might not be top of the 
mind when it comes to thinking about 
environmental issues. But the millions 
of “environmental migrants” who are 
now adrift in the world might disagree. 
So would those whose suffering start-
ed with drought or desertification, and 
ended with the grim twins of famine 
and war. 

The history of land ownership and en-
closure of the commons is the history of 
dispossession. Those who have lost their 
homelands through invasion, coloniza-
tion, and resource extraction have a lot to 
say on the issue and often link their love 
of home to love of Mother Earth. Even 
in our urban backyards, some of the solu-
tions to homelessness come down to local 
zoning which is a kind of environmental 
and social management.
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Migrants
Refugees, Conflict, and Climate

Compiled by Delores Broten 

There are many states of homelessness around the world. 
The UN calls it “displacement” whether you are forced to 
leave your home but stay within your own country, are in 
other countries waiting to go home, or seeking asylum in a 
new land. 

Refugees have special status as people fleeing conflict or perse-
cution. They are defined and protected in international law, and 
must not be expelled or returned to situations where their lives 
and freedom are at risk. 

The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) was created in 1950, during the aftermath of the 
Second World War, to help the millions of Europeans who had 
fled or lost their homes. The following quotes are from publica-
tions found at www.unhcr.org.
__________________________________________________

We are now witnessing the highest levels of displacement on 
record. An unprecedented 65.3 million people around the world 
have been forced from home. Among them are nearly 21.3 mil-
lion refugees, over half of whom are under the age of 18.

On top of that there are also 10 million stateless people who 
have been denied a nationality and access to basic rights such as 
education, healthcare, employment and freedom of movement.

In 2015, more than half (54%) of all refugees worldwide came 
from just three countries: the Syrian Arab Republic (4.9 mil-
lion), Afghanistan (2.7 million), and Somalia (1.1 million).

The global population of forcibly displaced people today is larg-
er than the entire population of the United Kingdom. If they were 
a country, the forcibly displaced would be the 21st largest in the 
world. Some nationalities were particularly affected by forced 
displacement. With 4.9 million refugees, 6.6 million internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), and nearly 250,000 asylum-seekers, 
an estimated 11.7 million Syrians were displaced by end-2015, 
seeking protection within Syria or abroad. Other large displaced 

populations – those with over 2 million people displaced, either 
internally or as refugees or asylum-seekers – at the end of 2015 
were Afghans, Colombians, Congolese, Iraqis, Nigerians, So-
malis, Sudanese, South Sudanese, and Yemenis. The global pop-
ulation of forcibly displaced people has increased substantially 
in the past two decades, rising from 37.3 million in 1996 to 65.3 
million in 2015 – a 75 per cent increase.

Globally at the end of 2015, about half of refugees were chil-
dren.

The total population of IDPs displaced only due to conflict and 
violence was an estimated 40.8 million by the end of 2015, with 
84% of them displaced in 6 countries: Yemen, Iraq, Ukraine, 
Sudan, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Afghanistan.

Disasters and climate change are a growing concern. Since 
2009, an estimated one person every second has been displaced 
by a disaster, with an average of 22.5 million people displaced 
by climate or weather-related events since 2008…. Climate 
change will force people into increasing poverty and displace-
ment, exacerbating the factors that lead to conflict, rendering 
both the humanitarian needs and responses in such situations 
even more complex.

—Global Trends Forced Displacement in 2015, 
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency.  

http://reliefweb.int/report/world/unhcr-global-trends-forced-displacement-2015
https://watershedsentinel.ca/beyond-banksters/
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A brief history of the perpetual question

Land Reform

by Claire Gilmore 

Throughout history and around the 
world, land reforms have emphasized 
the need to improve peasants’ social 
conditions and status, to alleviate pov-
erty, and to redistribute income and 
wealth in their favour. Historically, the 
most common proclaimed objective of 
land reform was to abolish feudalism. 

Jump to the present, and the governance 
structures that reinforce trickle-up eco-
nomics and the ever-widening gap be-
tween rich and poor are increasingly seen 
as a state of “neo-feudalism.”

One casualty of our tendency toward 
collective amnesia is our ability to imag-
ine different social and legal structures 
around land ownership. Still, it’s hard to 
witness spiking property prices, wide-
spread homelessness, and First Nations’ 
struggles to protect their traditional lands, 
alongside industry’s near-free use of 
“Crown Land” for private profit, without 
wondering if there might be some other 
way of doing things. The following is a 
very condensed history* of land reform. 
Think of it as food for the imagination.

Ancient Reforms

Seisachtheia: Land in ancient Athens 
was inalienable, but the right to use the 
land could be mortgaged. Thus, peasants 
could secure loans by surrendering their 
rights to the product of the land. The debt-

or then cultivated the land as hektēmor, or 
sixth partner, delivering five-sixths of the 
product to the creditor and keeping the 
rest. When Solon was elected archon, or 
chief magistrate, c. 594 BC, his reform 
law, known as the seisachtheia, or “shak-
ing-off the burdens,” cancelled all debts, 
freed the hektēmoroi, and restored land to 
its constitutional holders. 

Lex Agraria: The land reform law, or 
Lex Agraria, proposed by Roman tribune 
Tiberius was passed by popular support 
in 133 BC, against serious resistance by 
the nobility.  It applied only to former 

public land which had been usurped and 
concentrated in the hands of large land-
holders. Tiberius was killed in the year of 
its passage, but Gaius Gracchus, elected 
tribune a decade later, revived the reform 
and took it even further. Gaius was killed 
in 121 BC, and within a decade the re-
form was reversed and squatting on pub-
lic land was prohibited.

Modern European Reforms

The French Revolution: On the eve of 
the Revolution, the majority of peasants 
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were hereditary tenants – either censiers, 
who paid a fixed money rent, or main-
mortables (serfs), who paid rent in the 
form of labour. The Revolution intro-
duced land reform, which repealed feudal 
tenures, freed all persons from serfdom, 
abolished feudal courts, and cancelled all 
payments not based on real property, in-
cluding tithes. 

Scandinavia: Between 1827 and 1830, 
Sweden and Denmark pioneered by 
peacefully abolishing imposed labour 
service, consolidating the land, and di-
viding the commons among the peasants. 

Western Europe: Only after the 1848 
revolutions (aka the Peoples’ Spring, the 
most widespread revolutionary wave in 
European history) did Germany, Italy, 
and Spain free the peasants and redistrib-
ute the land. In the mid-1930s, Irish Free 
State tenants were subsidized to purchase 
the land.

Russia: The first major reform was the 
emancipation of the serfs in 1861. Oth-
er reforms followed in 1863, 1865, and 
1905. In 1918, the Soviets abolished pri-
vate ownership of land, made farming the 
sole basis of landholding, and declared 
collectivization a major policy objective.

Eastern Europe: In Hungary, the Decree 
of 1853 abolished forced labour and feu-
dal dues, freed the serfs, liberalized land 
transaction, and encouraged consolida-
tion. The Romanian reform of 1864 freed 
the serfs and distributed both the land 
and the redemption payments in propor-
tion to the number of cows or oxen each 
peasant had. Reform came to Bulgaria in 
1880, after independence. Each peasant, 
including sharecroppers and wage work-
ers, who had worked the land for 10 years 
without interruption, was entitled to the 
land he had cultivated. 

Mexico: The reform of 1915 dealt main-
ly with lands of Indian villages that had 
been illegally absorbed by neighbouring 
haciendas (plantations). A decree voided 
all land alienations that had taken place 
illegally since 1856 and provided for 
extracting land from haciendas to rees-
tablish the collective Indian villages, or 
ejidos. Effective reform came only after 
passage of the Agrarian Code of 1934.

Reforms Since WWII

Recent decades have witnessed wide-
spread, comprehensive reform programs 
aimed at reducing exorbitant rents, con-
verting tenant farmers to owners, and re-
ducing the concentration of land holding 
through redistribution. Reforms have of-
ten followed independence or revolution. 

Many countries have emphasized the 
formation of co-operatives as a part of 
reform programs, such as Egypt, Cuba, 
Chile, Tanzania,  Iran, Syria, Iraq, Algeria, 
Libya, and other countries of the Middle 
East and North Africa. Cuba expropriated 
land owned by foreign companies, Brazil 
taxed idle land and Costa Rica legalized 
squatter holdings. Ethiopia and Mozam-
bique vested land title in the nation and 
abolished rent, sale, and absentee control 

La Via Campesina
The Brazilian Landless Workers’ Movement (Movimento dos Trabalhadores Sem 
Terra, or MST) is one of the largest movements in Latin America with an estimated 
membership of 1.5 million. It has been at the centre of the international peasants’ 
movement, La Via Campesina. The MST’s aims are to fight for general access to 
the land for poor workers through land reform in Brazil, land occupations, and ac-
tivism around social issues related to land possession. The MST is facing escalating 
repression. In November 2016, Brazilian military and police used violent force to in-
vade the MST’s National School (ENFF). On February 14, 2017, Guilherme Boulos, 
leader of an affiliate group, was arrested while resisting military police’s attempts to 
evict hundreds of homeless families occupying land in Sao Paulo.

of the land. Egypt paid unique attention 
to college graduates, providing them with 
parcels of up to 20 faddāns (one faddān 
= 1.038 acres). Japan, Taiwan, Vietnam, 
South Korea, the Phillipines, Peru, Chi-
na, India, Pakistan are among the other 
nations that have instituted land reforms 
post-World War II. 

The social and political contexts in which 
these reforms have occurred are as com-
plex and diverse as the countries them-
selves, and they have met with varying 
degrees of success. Like the Lex Agraria, 
some modern reforms, such as Chile’s 
after the 1973 military coup, have been 
fully or partially clawed back. However, 
as long as human greed and the corporate 
profit motive exist, the idea and practice 
of land reform will not be relegated to the 
history books.

* Sources: www.britannica.com/topic/
land-reform, Wikipedia (various pages)

Claire Gilmore is a traditional musician, 
resistant serf, yogi, and editorial assis-
tant of the Watershed Sentinel. She lives 
in Comox, BC.
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A primer for non-natives: we are all treaty people 

Know Your Rights

by Dru Oja Jay

This article originally appeared on The 
Media Co-op (www.mediacoop.ca) and 
has been edited for length.

In Canada today, most people associate 
treaty rights with Indigenous people. 
And some consider treaty rights to be 
“special privileges,” which set their 
recipients apart from mainstream soci-
ety. In fact, the majority of people liv-
ing in Canada today have treaty rights 
and responsibilities.

Thanks to treaties, Canadians have the 
ability to share the land, move freely 
about, conduct economic activity, govern 
themselves in the manner they choose, 
and maintain their cultural and spiritual 
beliefs without fear of persecution. Re-
serve lands remain for the exclusive use 
of First Nations, but in treaty territory, the 
rest is shared in one way or another.
 
In places where treaties are in effect, 
every building, business, road, govern-
ment, or other activity is made possible 
by a treaty. There are numbered treaties 
in Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta, the Northwest Territories, and 
a small part of northeastern British Co-
lumbia, the peace and friendship treaties 
in the maritime provinces, the Covenant 
Chain in Quebec and Ontario, the “Paix 
des Braves” in northern Quebec, and the 
Nunavut Treaty, to name some of the 
more significant ones. The people work-
ing, driving, and living (not to mention 
mining and drilling) in those areas are ex-
ercising treaty rights.

In areas without treaties, settler societies 
exist, to put it charitably, in a sort of legal 
limbo in relation to both Canadian and 
Indigenous laws.

A treaty is a mutual agreement between 
nations, defining their relationship and 
how it is conducted. Canadians have 
treaty rights, but those rights cannot be 
separated from their accompanying obli-
gations: the conditions upon which they 
have agreed to share the land with the na-
tions who were here first.
 
As Eskasoni-based treaty scholar Rena 
Gayde recently put it: “The British, the 
French, none of them would have entered 
into a treaty-making enterprise with the 
Mi’kmaw and Maliseets if they didn’t 
consider us sovereign people.”
 
Treaties also have a more profound 
meaning for many nations. “When we 
talk about this treaty relationship,” ex-
plains Membertou First Nation treaty 
scholar Kevin Christmas, “we’re talking 
about the depth of the love and the com-
mitment we have to one another and to 
our land. Our land defines who we are, 
and our land gives us what we need.”

Ancient history, right?
 
Canadians appear to think of treaties 
largely in commercial terms, as an ex-
change of money for land that has been 
concluded, and can be forgotten. In this 
they follow their government, which has 
for centuries chosen to ignore its own 

commitments under the treaties it has 
signed and under its constitution.

Far from being antiquated, treaty com-
mitments have been continually renewed 
since European settlers established rela-
tions with Indigenous nations centuries 
ago. The peace and friendship treaty 
established between the British and the 
Mi’kmaq nation in 1752 was broken al-
most immediately, but court cases are still 
being decided1 on the basis of that agree-
ment today. 
 
The Royal Proclamation issued by King 
George III in 1763 recognized pre-exist-
ing rights to the land by Indigenous na-
tions. It established that the crown had 
a fiduciary responsibility to ensure that 
settlers did not occupy land without an 
agreement between the crown and the 
nation whose territory was affected. Of 
course, the Indigenous nations didn’t 
need a monarch across the sea to tell them 
that they had a right to use the land that 
they had in many cases subsisted from for 
thousands of years.
 
The proclamation was a significant ac-
knowledgement of the power of Indig-
enous nations at the time. The British 
knew that they could not conquer the west 
militarily except by a campaign waged at 
great cost. British advisor Sir William 
Johnson explained to the Board of Trade 
in 1764: “The Indians all know we cannot 
be a Match for them in the midst of an ex-
tensive woody Country ... from whence I 
infer that if we are determined to possess 
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Our Posts, Trade & ca securely, it cannot 
be done for a Century by any other means 
than that of purchasing the favour of the 
numerous Indian inhabitants.”

It was on the basis of the Royal Proclama-
tion that Canada sought to sign the num-
bered treaties between 1871 and 1921, 
though government officials quickly set 
about violating those treaties as well.
 
Legal Settlement or Relationship?
 
The problem seems to stem at least par-
tially from differences in how treaties are 
understood. For government officials, 
treaties seem to be largely a matter of cre-
ating the appearance of consistency for 

legal purposes, after which colonial pol-
icies can continue apace. For Indigenous 
nations, treaties are a ceremonial commit-
ment to mutual understanding and co-ex-
istence. Their spokespeople may sign the 
treaty and participate in the ceremony, 
but the commitment and the relationship 
lives among the people. For Canadians, 

the opposite is the case. The ceremonial 
relationship and the commitment begin 
and end with the treaty negotiator, and ig-
norance reigns among the beneficiaries. 
The courts handle the details, but knowl-
edge stops with the lawyers immediately 
concerned, for the most part.

It’s a small wonder that Canadians don’t 
consider themselves party to treaties. 
Canada’s governments keep treaties 
in courtrooms and policy discussions, 
though its officials and industries are 
well aware of them. The central tension 
of Canadian aboriginal policy has been 
an inability to rid itself of the concept of 
aboriginal title, coupled with an intense 
desire to do exactly that.
 
Through a strange mix of legal precedents 
and fierce and principled resistance, the 
original agreements still stand. The spirit 
of the Royal Proclamation of 1763 was 
reaffirmed in 1982, when Canada’s con-
stitution was repatriated. Since then, the 
concept of aboriginal title has been up-
held by Canada’s Supreme Court, which 
stated in 1997 that Canada’s constitution 
“did not create aboriginal rights; rather, 
it accorded constitutional status to those 
rights which were existing.”2

 
And thus, which are existing.

Continued on Page 24  

“A spirit of solidarity and a willingness to take 
action to stop the government’s assault on 

agreements is what is immediately required.”
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Treaties continued

Unceded land and modern treaties
 
As legal precedents continue to roll in, 
provincial and federal governments are 
keenly aware that something must be 
done where treaties have not been signed. 
 
The solution espoused by the govern-
ment is the “comprehensive claims pro-
cess.”3 Under this policy, the government 
attempts to minimize or eliminate the 
still-undefined rights Indigenous nations 
hold under the constitution, and offers 
cash and fee-simple land settlements in 
exchange. 

In the best-known example, the Inuit of 
Nunavut agreed to extinguish their ab-
original title to the land and water in ex-
change for self-government and a budget 
to pay for services and fee-simple land in 
1993. Revenues from resource extraction 
– mining, oil, and gas – and other sources 
remains under federal control.
 
Although their treaty is not even 25 years 
old, the Inuit already have to fight for 

what the Canadian government owes 
them. In 2006, the Inuit of Nunavut filed 
a $1 billion lawsuit against the govern-
ment, stating that they had breached 16 
sections of the treaty in fundamental 
ways.
 
Modern treaties, like the older ones, in-
spire little confidence in Canada’s will-
ingness to honour its agreements.

Treaty rights and responsibilities
 
Among non-native Canadians, ignorance 
of treaty obligations is almost as wide-
spread as the exercise of treaty rights. But 
attitudes go beyond ignorance. Through 
hard-hitting propaganda, imperceptible 
cues, and everything in between, Canadi-
ans have been carefully taught to devalue 
Indigenous nationhood and culture. 
 
The ease with which assimilation – “they 
should just be like everyone else” – is ad-
vocated would be surprising if it wasn’t 
so commonplace. Assimilation stems 
from the logic of conquest. It says: vio-

lence and the ability to exercise it, not the 
rule of law or relational accountability, 
is what should govern our relationships. 
The attitude is never “we should create 
a society which welcomes and embrac-
es Indigenous nations” but rather “we 
should just force them to be like us.” 
 
It’s a mental shortcut with wide appeal.

If anyone is going to uphold treaties and 
cultivate a new relationship between 
nations, it will have to be the actual hu-
man beings who live here. And that re-
lationship will have to be built with the 
knowledge that media, government and 
industry will be hostile to any effort that 
threatens their interests.
 
The first step for settlers is understand-
ing our own role in colonialism and how 
we benefit from it. Only on the basis of a 
fearless reckoning with our own history 
can we begin to make good on our exist-
ing obligations and strengthen bonds be-
tween nations. A spirit of solidarity and a 
willingness to take action to stop the gov-
ernment’s assault on agreements is what 
is immediately required.

There has never been a better time for Ca-
nadians to understand that we’re all treaty 
people.

Dru Oja Jay is a Montreal-based writer 
and solidarity activist. He is co-founder 
of the Media Co-op, a founding editor of 
the Dominion, and a co-author of Paved 
With Good Intentions and Offsetting Re-
sistance.

NOTES:
1.www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sto-
ry/2013/01/08/f-native-rights-rulings.
html
2.scc.lexum.org/decisia-scc-csc/scc-csc/
scc-csc/en/item/1569/index.do
3.canadiandimension.com/articles/1808

Certainty
For Indigenous Peoples, our Aboriginal Title and connection to the Land is certain, it 
is in the bones of our grandmothers buried in the earth, and in the blood which beats 
in our hearts:

Our Sacred connection to the Land is certain.

Our relationship with the Land, our Title, rests over every square inch of our traditional 
territories: Every rock, mountaintop, stream, valley and tidal swell. This is certain.

Indigenous Peoples have the jurisdiction and responsibility to protect, access and use 
the Land and resources upon the Land for the benefit of our Peoples. This is certain.

Our own traditional laws and teachings grant us this certainty: As long as we maintain 
our Sacred connection to the Land we will continue to exist as Peoples. Aboriginal title 
is a collective interest, which is held in trust by all members of an Indigenous Nation.  

From Certainty: Canada’s Struggle To Extinguish Aboriginal Title
Union of BC Indian Chiefs, 1998

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/6-landmark-rulings-on-native-rights-1.1316961
https://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/1569/index.do
https://canadiandimension.com/articles/view/the-violence-of-the-letter-land-claims-and-continuing-colonial-conquest-in-
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These generous sustainers are the people power who help us 
provide you with an independent voice for the environment, 

activism, and social justice. We depend on them. 

Thank You

Stars ($500 and over annual donation)
Jacqueline Ainsworth, Fanny Bay BC • Ralph & 
Lannie Keller, Read Island BC • Mel McDonald, 
Victoria BC • Peter Johnston & Sue Wheeler, 
Lasqueti Island BC   

Friends ($200 - $499 annual donation)
Gordon Albright, Toronto ON • Barnard-Boecker 
Centre Foundation, Victoria BC • Jim Bradshaw, 
Maple Ridge BC • John & Sharon Cashore, Co-
quitlam BC • Linda Cheu, Courtenay BC • Elaine 
Golds, Port Moody BC • Barbara Holmberg, 
Edgewood BC • John & Cathie Howard, Hornby 
Island BC • Marlene Johnston, Kaslo BC • Susan 
Steffner & John Kristensen, Whaletown BC • Ju-
liette & Rick Laing, Salt Spring Island BC • Paul 
MacGillvray, Mission BC • Michael Major, Victo-
ria BC • David Moulton, New Westminster BC • 
Susan & Doc Paynter, Salt Spring Island BC • Da-
vid Pinel, Courtenay BC • Robert Pulsford, Black 
Creek BC • Colin Rankin, Whistler BC • Murray 
Rankin, Victoria BC • Helen Lee & Michael Redi-
can, Quathiaski Cove BC • Paul Sanborn, Prince 
George BC • Penny Sanger, Ottawa ON • Olga 
Schwartzkoff, Vancouver BC • John Shirley, Wat-
ford ON • Frances Slaney, Ottawa ON • Shelia 
White, Summerland BC • Jim Whitworth, Ucluelet 
BC • Dr. K. J. Williams, Victoria BC • Ray Woolam, 
Duncan BC • John & Betty Zaikow, Powell River 
BC 

Patrons ($100 - $199 annual donation)
Robert Bach, Barriere BC • Valerie Barnes-Con-
nell, La Ronge SK • Rosemary & John Baxter, 
Courtenay BC • Andrew & Catherine Black, 
Comox BC • Melanie Boulding, Nanaimo BC • 
Peter Broomhall & Sherry Loof, Vancouver BC 
• Gillian and John Campbell, Saltspring Island 
BC • Michael Cooke, Saltspring Island BC • Jim 
Cooperman, Lee Creek BC • Renate Kroesa & 
John Dafoe, Halfmoon Bay BC • Anicca de Trey, 
Comox BC • Ursula DeShield, Galiano Island BC 
• Rick Dobson, Cumberland BC • Susan Clarke 
& Alan Dolan, Metchosin BC • G. B. Dryvynsyde, 
San Francisco CA • Nick Dudink, Nanaimo BC • 
Lyn Farquharson, Campbell River BC • Elizabeth 
Ferris, Vancouver BC • Alison Fitzgerald, Gabriola 
Island BC • Susan & Harold Fletcher, Sechelt BC 
• Harvey Gee, Coldstream BC • Karl Goodwin, 
Denman Island BC • Deirdre Gotto & Allan Gal-
lupe, Victoria BC • Alison Graves, Nanaimo BC 

• Janet & Steve Gray, Victoria BC • Hennessey 
Hammocks, Gabriola Island BC • Chris Hilliar, 
Courtenay BC • Barb Hourston, Nanaimo BC • 
David Huntley, Burnaby BC • Karen Hurley, Vic-
toria BC • Vicky Husband, Victoria BC • Stuart 
Isto, Powell River BC • Joy Jeffries, Hornby Island 
BC • Paul & M. Knepperges, Powell River BC • 
James & Ellen Leslie, Hornby Island BC • Ben 
Livant, Victoria BC • McLean & Lisa Pierce, Den-
man Island BC • Hannah & Robert Main, Powell 
River BC • Lillian Martin, Harrison Hotsprings BC • 
Robert Mathews, Chase BC • Dave McCandless, 
Aldergrove BC • Fred McMechan, Williams Lake 
BC • Mary Mitchell, Squamish BC • Gail & David 
Morton, Port Alberni BC • Glen Morton, Halifax NS 
• David Morwood, Courtenay BC • May Murray, 
North Vancouver BC • Peter Ommundsen, Salt 
Spring Island BC • Maggie Paquet, Port Alberni 
BC • Jim Pasnak, Edmonton AB • Judith Plant, 
Gabriola Island, BC • Victor Prochaska, Vancou-
ver BC • Nina Raginsky, Salt Spring Island BC • 
Mary Richardson, Athabasca AB • Mary Rich-
ardson, Saltspring Island BC • Peter Rowlands, 
Newmarket ON • June Ryder, Vancouver BC • 
Sierra Club Quadra Group, Quadra Island BC •  
Margaret Sigurgeirson, Hornby Island BC • Hel-
en Spiegelman, Vancouver BC • David & Maria 
Squance, Victoria BC • Keiko & Allan Stewart, 
Hagensborg BC • Robert Thompson, Vancouver 
BC • Ellen Tolson, Rock Creek BC • Lorna Visser 
& Wayne McCrory, New Denver BC • George & 
Heather Waddell, Sechelt BC • Shivon Robinsong 
& Bill Weaver, Victoria BC • Renate Weigel, Dun-
can BC • James Wentworth, Kamloops BC • Jim 
Windsor, Qualicum Beach BC • Eileen Wttewaall, 
Salt Spring Island BC 

Sustainers ($50 - $99 annual donation)
Andrea Carol Anderson, Campbell River BC • 
Jane Armstrong, Port Alberni BC • John Atkinson, 
West Vancouver BC • Mike & Arlene Bell, Comox 
BC • Ruby Berry, Qualicum Beach BC • Suzanne 
Blair, London ON • Hermann Bruns, Mara BC • 
Ian Button, Denman Island BC • Michele and 
Doug Catley, Nanaimo BC • Hugh Cotton, Van-
couver BC • Guy Dauncey, Ladysmith BC • Silvia 
di Blasio, Surrey BC • John Dickin, Madeira Park 
BC • Mary Gavan, Vancouver BC • Sally Gellard 
& Tina Filipino, Courtenay BC • David & Bridget 
Gillespie, Telkwa BC • Colin Gray, Vancouver 
BC • David Grigg, Vancouver BC • Anne Gru-
be, Kamloops BC • Phil Haight, Dawson Creek 

BC • Bill & Pat Halliday, Comox BC • Wendy & 
Hubert Havelaar, Whaletown BC • Pierre Hiems-
tra, Smithers BC • Heidi Juergens, West Vancou-
ver BC • Marilyn Kan, Victoria BC • Alice Kidd, 
Lillooet BC • Wal & Ester Kneifel, Vancouver BC 
• Bob Lane, Vancouver BC • Edmund Livingston, 
Vancouver BC • George Logan, Victoria BC • 
Dorothy and Des McIntosh, Santa Barbara, CA 
• Kyra Montagu, Cambridge MA • Pam & Don 
Munroe, Courtenay BC • James Musgrove, Van-
couver BC • Denise Nadeau, Courtenay BC • 
Kevin Neish, Victoria BC • Chark Nipp, Victoria 
BC • E. Novasel, Vancouver BC • Stefan Och-
man, Bamfield BC • Tom Pater, Courtenay BC • 
Bob Peart, North Saanich BC • Jo Phillips, Sooke 
BC • Joyce & John Prothero, Salt Spring Island 
BC • Wendy Prothero, Comox BC • Dona Reel, 
Gibsons BC • Brian Holgate & Carles Roch-Cunill, 
Salt Spring Island BC • Norberto Rodriguez dela 
Vega, Penticton BC • Michael Rooksby, Victoria 
BC • Harriet Rueggeberg, Lanzville BC • Joan 
Russow, Victoria BC • Linda Safford, Cumberland 
BC • SaltSpring Seeds, Salt Spring Island BC • Su-
zanne Sarioglu, Thetis Island BC • Barbara Scott, 
Victoria BC • Gillian Seaton, Jasper AB • Gail 
Shepherd, Vancouver BC • Daniel Siegel, Horn-
by Island BC • Jan Slakov, Salt Spring Island, BC 
• Dr. Bill Smith, Port Wade, Nova Scotia • Ronni 
Solbert, Randolph Vermont • Larry Sorken, Cour-
tenay BC • Anna Tilman, Aurora ON • Marjorie 
Urquhart, Fanny Bay BC • Peter & Robin Walford, 
Hornby Island BC • Deb Weiers, Red Deer AB • 
Patti Wheeldon, Courtenay BC • James Wilson, 
West Vancouver BC • Manfred Winter, Bowser 
BC • Eleanor & Van Wright/Andruss, Lillooet BC  
• Ernie Yacub, Courtenay BC • Susan Yoshihara, 
Denman Island BC • Ray Zimmerman, Victoria BC 
A big Thank You to all those listed, to our monthly 
donors, the bundle donors, those who wish to re-
main anonymous, and the many who add a little 
extra to their subscription.

Friends of Cortes Island sponsors public educa-
tion features about sustainable living for Georgia 
Strait and the Islands. To receive a tax receipt, for 
your donation ONLY, make your donation to FOCI 
and mail to:

 Watershed Sentinel, 
 P.O. Box 1270, Comox BC 
 Canada V9M 7Z8
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Homeless in Canada
How many people are homeless in Canada in a given year?

Compiled by Delores Broten 

Homelessness in Canada, as around the world, has several 
layers, different causes, and levels of impact. 

In the State of Homelessness in Canada 2013 report, it was 
estimated that at least 200,000 Canadians access homeless 
emergency services or sleep outside in a given year. The actual 
number is potentially much higher, given that many people who 
become homeless live with friends or relatives, and do not come 
into contact with emergency shelters. Recent data from a March 
2013 Ipsos Reid poll suggests that as many as 1.3 million Ca-
nadians have experienced homelessness or extremely insecure 
housing at some point during the past five years.

The number of Canadians who experience homelessness on any 
given night in Canada is estimated to be at least 28,500 individ-
uals and possibly up to 50,000.

“This includes people who are temporarily staying with friends, 

relatives or others because they have nowhere else to live and 
no immediate prospect of permanent housing (couch surfing). 
There is no reliable data on hidden homelessness in Canada at 
the national level, and very little at the community level. Based 
on our estimate of the total number of homeless people who 
use shelters on an annual basis (200,000), we can project the 
following numbers of chronic, episodic and transitionally home-
less persons in Canada:
 Chronic homeless: 4,000 to 8,000
 Episodic homeless: 6,000 to 22,000
 Transitionally homeless: 176,000 to 188,000”1

Another 1.5 million people pay more than they can afford – 
more than 30 per cent of their income – on housing.

One thing is clear. There is nothing natural about the bulk of 
homelessness. It is the result of changes during the 1980s in 
government policy and cuts in social and mental support, as well 
as a massive disinvestment in affordable housing.
 
The State of Homelessness in Canada 2016 recommends a wide 
array of programs, tax credits, housing allowances, and finan-
cial supports for affordable housing, including a national low 
income housing benefit. 

Outside of a National Housing Strategy (which the federal gov-
ernment says it is working on), a multi-government accord, 
and proper investment in First Nations housing, one other ma-
jor tool which is at government’s disposal could move us back 
to the housing security of the 1980s. The Canada Housing and 
Mortgage Corporation (CMHC) was once a tool by which so-
cial housing could be financed. Either it or a new financial tool 
needs to be in operation once again, not only to build new hous-
ing but also to preserve the affordable housing we already have. 

1.http://homelesshub.ca/about-homelessness/homeless-
ness-101/how-many-people-are-homeless-canada

http://homelesshub.ca/about-homelessness/homelessness-101/how-many-people-are-homeless-canada
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Continued on Page 28  

What on Earth is happening in Canada’s housing crisis?

Eight Solutions

by Guy Dauncey 

The housing crisis is crazy, but it’s hap-
pening in many cities around the world, 
not just the big ones like Vancouver, Lon-
don, and New York. It is far more serious 
than most people realize, and calls for 
far-reaching, innovative solutions.

Thirty years ago, if you had a reasonable 
income, the gap between renting and 
owning was bridgeable. Today, in many 
parts of Canada, it is not. In 1976, it took 
five years to save for a 20% deposit on 
a mortgage. Today, it takes sixteen years 
in British Columbia, twenty-three in Van-
couver. The average household income in 
Vancouver has grown by only 11% since 
2001, while the cost of housing has risen 
by 172%.

And here’s the thing – a third of Cana-
dians don’t own property, so their chil-
dren will never inherit. Unless they win 
the lottery or start some genius business, 
they will have to rent for life, constantly 
on edge, part of the permanent minori-
ty of renters, feeding money to property 
owners for as long as they live, causing 
the divide between rich and poor to grow 
ever wider.

A Miserable Cascade of Suffering 

High rents and housing prices are driving 
young families out of the city, causing 
painful disruptions to family life. They 
are increasing pressures on the vulnera-
ble, who resort to couch surfing or living 
in their parents’ basements. And they are 
hell for the super-vulnerable, 35,000 of 

whom live in the bushes, on the streets 
or in emergency shelters on any given 
night in Canada. It’s a miserable cascade 
of suffering. 

Canada is one of the most comfortable 
and wealthy nations in the world. Are 
our politicians really unwilling to make 
the commitment that every Canadian 
should be able to live in a safe, affordable 
home, and homelessness will end forev-
er? These are achievable goals, if we only 
cared enough.

So What’s To Be Done?

The first step is the simple commitment 
to get it done. The federal government 
has opened the dialogue with its “Let`s 
Talk Housing” initiative, and will be 
publishing its National Housing Strate-
gy in 2017. The commitment – a highly 
appropriate 150th Birthday gift to Cana-
da – should be a declaration that housing 
will henceforth be an inalienable Charter 
right, not something to be left to the mar-
ket, and that by 2020 every Canadian will 
have access to a safe affordable home.

In Metro Vancouver, the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives estimates the need 
at 5,000 to 10,000 new units of affordable 
housing a year. For BC we need 10,000-
20,000 units a year. Federally, First Na-
tions have a shortage of 40,000 to 85,000 
homes. At $250,000 each, that’s $2.5 to 
$5 billion a year, but as I’ll explain below, 
it could cost a lot less. 

So far, the federal and provincial gov-
ernments have committed to build 2,900 
rental units in BC. It’s a beginning, but 
nowhere near enough. Vancouver and 
Victoria have been working hard and do-
ing their best, but they need far greater 
strategic support.

Solutions

#1: Restrict Foreign Ownership and 
End Tax Evasion

Our governments should restrict the for-
eign ownership of land, or limit it to resi-
dents of any nationality who live and pay 
taxes in Canada.

We must also work far more actively to 
close the tax havens, which cost Canada 
$6 billion per year in revenue. We should 
require any company buying property in 
Canada to join a public register of bene-
ficial ownership showing who the owners 
are. We should punish financial profes-
sionals who help Canadians evade taxes. 
We should close the loopholes and dodgy 
practices that enable tax-evaders to buy 
and flip property. We should enable local 
municipalities to impose a hefty annual 
surcharge on properties owned by off-
shore entities.

#2: Use Municipal Powers

Municipalities can use inclusionary zon-
ing to require developers to make 30%, 
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50%, or 100% of new units of a devel-
opment affordable and family-friendly, 
generating mixed-income communities. 

They can zone for increased densifica-
tion in single-family neighbourhoods to 
allow more townhouses. They can allow 
car-free laneway housing and secondary 
suites, accompanied by good transit, safe 
bike-routes, and car-sharing. 

They can encourage designs such as the 
Montreal Grow Homes, which start small 
and can be added to as a family grows. 
They can encourage self-building, as 
practiced in Holland, where new homes, 
often in large developments, are financed 
and customized by individuals earning 
less than $29,000 a year with help from 
government stimulus schemes, now ac-
counting for a third of all homes bought 
in Holland. They can make it easy for 
non-family members to buy a house to-
gether, owning it as “tenants in common.” 

They can allow land left idle for more 
than a year to be used for temporary tiny- 

home villages, learning from Dignity Vil-
lage in Portland.

They can limit AirBNBs to principal res-
idences, denying licenses for separate 
apartments or houses. In Vancouver, this 
could release as many as 3,000 units back 
into the long-term rental pool. 

They can adopt the Whistler model, es-
tablished in 1997 to address the chronic 
shortage of staff housing. 1,000 proper-
ties are now available only to local em-
ployees and retirees, and the sale-price in-
crease is controlled by the national price 
index, not the property market. Vancou-
ver’s Affordable Home Ownership Pilot 
Program works on similar principles.

#3: Build a Big Pool of Money 

Seattle has had an affordable housing 
levy since 1981, enabling the city to 
build 12,500 affordable apartments, help 
800 families to purchase their first home, 
and provide emergency rent assistance to 
6,500 families.

We could impose an additional levy on 
properties bought through offshore com-
panies, and by non-residents or non-Ca-
nadian taxpayers, as the UBC economist 
Joshua Gottleib has proposed.

Vancouver is already charging a 1% 
property value tax on empty properties, 
targeting 10,000 empty condos. If 20% 
were used for rentals, this would increase 
the vacancy rate from 0.6% to 3%.

There could be an escalating proper-
ty transfer tax on high-end properties, 
which would also help cool the market, 
and end to the loopholes that enable peo-
ple to avoid paying the tax altogether. 
The BC government has raised the tax to 
3% for the portion above $2 million, but 
it could go higher. 

There could be a 10% speculation tax on 
properties bought and flipped quickly. 
And finally, no doubt controversially to 
some, we need a progressive tax on inheri-
tances over a certain level, with all the rev-
enue being invested in affordable housing. 

Solutions continued
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Garry Telephone Exchange Building, 1907. Converted in 1986-87 into residential 
units by the Housing Co-op (Manitoba) Ltd. Sandy Hill Housing Co-op, Ottawa
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#4: Housing First 

Every municipality should adopt the 
“Housing First” approach to homeless-
ness, giving priority to ensuring that ev-
eryone has a home to live in before focus-
ing on mental illness or drug and alcohol 
addiction. Since starting on its strategy 
in 2009, Medicine Hat, Alberta, a city of 
60,000, has eliminated 100% of its home-
lessness, providing secure homes for 875 
people, including 280 children. 

The Canadian Alliance to End Homeless-
ness’s “20,000 Homes” campaign is lead-
ing the call for Housing First, asking for 
20,000 new homes to be created for the 
homeless by July 2018.

#5: Build Affordable Housing 

With money in the pot, we need to tack-
le the crisis with the same determination 
and ambition that Tommy Douglas ad-
opted for Saskatchewan’s heathcare cri-
sis in 1962. We need up to 20,000 units 
of affordable housing a year in BC alone, 
generating 22,000 new jobs for builders 
and the trades. 

If the homes were designed using pock-
et neighbourhood principles, prioritizing 
humans over cars, and Passive House 
principles, eliminating the need for heat, 
they would also be solutions to the loneli-
ness crisis and the climate crisis.

If land being purchased were placed in 
a Community Land Trust, it would be 
off the market forever, while the homes 
could still be bought and sold. This is the 
best way to guarantee permanent afford-
ability, while allowing families to own 
their homes and leave them to their chil-
dren in their wills. This is how Vancouver 
is proceeding, with the Vancouver Com-
munity Land Trust Foundation.

There is also an urgent need for 20,000 
new units of student housing in BC. The 
universities have said they are willing to 
self-finance their own projects, but they 
need a provincial arrangement whereby 
the debt will not fall within the govern-
ment’s total capital debt. At $100,000 per 
unit, this will be the most cost-effective 
way to relieve the rental pressures in Vic-
toria, Vancouver and Burnaby. 

#6: Housing Cooperatives

In Montreal, the non-profit Batir Son 
Quartier has developed 10,900 units of 
affordable housing since 1976, half in 
cooperatives. In Sweden, 13,000 housing 
cooperatives provide housing for 22% of 
Sweden’s population. The tenant-own-
ers finance 75-80% of the development 
costs, and the rest is financed by a loan 
taken out by the cooperative. 

Zurich has no housing crisis because the 
city responded to a crisis years ago by of-
fering interest-free loans to buy land for 
cooperative housing. Today, a quarter of 
the city’s housing is not-for-profit, 80% 
in private housing co-operatives.

Zero-interest loans? The BC government 
can raise finance at 1%. If affordable 
housing funds are used to cover the 1%, 
zero-interest loans could be provided to 
cooperatives and other initiatives.

#7: New Villages

Many younger people want more than 
an affordable home. They also want to 
live sustainably with a strong sense of 
community. They want to build a sharing 
economy, with a lighter footprint on the 
Earth. They want to build their own eco-
villages and tiny home villages.
 
The only difference between an ecovil-

lage and a conventional development is 
that an ecovillage places more emphasis 
on sociable, pedestrian designs; on hab-
itat and species protection; on solar en-
ergy and passive homes. What’s not to 
like? We should use a small portion of the 
funds to train people how to become their 
own developers, forming Ecovillage De-
velopment Cooperatives, raising the fi-
nance, and navigating the complex world 
of zoning and development approval. 

#8: A Canadian Affordable Housing 
Alliance

Finally, we need a Canadian Affordable 
Housing Alliance, with a strongly par-
ticipative membership among the peo-
ple who are hit hardest by the crisis: the 
Millennials, the renters, the couch-surf-
ers, the parental basement dwellers, the 
homeless. The solutions exist, but polit-
ical pressure is weak. 

One thing is certain: without deep, inten-
tional solutions, this crisis will only get 
worse. More millennials will be shut out 
of home ownership, more people will be 
stressed by unaffordability in the rental 
market, more people will be obliged to 
couch-surf or to live with their parents, 
more people will live in vans and trucks, 
more people will become homeless, and 
more angry tent cities will spring up – 
and not all will be as well organized as 
Victoria’s. 

Guy Dauncey is the author of Journey to 
the Future: A Better World is Possible, 
and nine other books. He is an Honorary 
Member of the Planning Institute of BC, 
and a Fellow of the Royal Society for the 
Arts. www.journeytothefuture.ca 

This is a short version of a longer con-
tribution, Canada’s Housing Crisis: 22 
Solutions, which can be found at www.
thepracticalutopian.ca. 
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the green fuse
by Nicola MacWilliam

I had the opportunity to listen to 
Owain Nicholson read at the Uni-
versity of Victoria recently, so 
got to hear the story behind this 
poem. 

Owain was working for an archeo-
logical dig adjacent to the Alberta 
tar sands when a wolf pack hap-
pened to come by. The wolf howls 
were suddenly mixed with the 
yowling of the machinery near the 
dig, and he was struck by how sim-
ilar they sounded. 

In that moment he was witness to 
four worlds colliding: wilderness 
speaking through the wolf pack’s 
howls, the tar sands machinery 
screaming, the quiet group of arche-
ologists exhuming the past, and the 
past itself, when indigenous people 
lived in an entirely different rela-
tionship with nature. 

Reading this poem we are remind-
ed of the innocence and majesty of 
wild creatures and their “bewilder-
ment” when encountering modern 
humans, and of our own hesitation 
to give voice to what is left of our 
wild instincts.  

Nicola MacWilliam has been writing 
since she was a kid, and is current-
ly an MFA student in poetry at UVic 
where she is working on a poetry 
manuscript that examines the his-
tory of our relationship to place on 
the west coast.  

Our
poetry and 

arts column 
to feed the 

need for 
a deeper 

read... 

Hunter
Owain Nicholson 

Early autumn and winter, already moving in the roost,
peruses clutches of ravens on the eaves,
trucks, a hare thrown to the shoulder.

In three-degree-above-freezing morning we listen to wolves howl.
An accidental kinship to the yowling from machines
felling the forest. I imagine your confusion

reaching that wild place to find Pale-and-Flannel Man
instead, the spicy caul of sap and muskeg under boots: torn
bog-ground beneath the tread of backhoes, dozers, feller-bunchers

– imagine you, head low and testing, hackles smooth
and loping now, west-and-west where elk
avoid bear-torn aspen and moose tread
unafraid, their philosophical grace too big
for anything but the lights of a blind semi.

Digging, we stop to think and call back,
shout our instincts; say it wasn’t us
it never was us and this soil we’ve opened 
we’ll cover again for the next glacial age –
for ten thousand years, your paws swift in the snow.

We hesitate to sound our instincts off the aspen,
to shake the boughs, to lower all language into throat-tone.

“Hunter” by Owain Nicholson from Digsite,  
Nightwood Editions, 2016, www.nightwoodeditions.com
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by Anne M. Holmes 

Canadians of a certain political persuasion will long remem-
ber celebrating the October 2015 federal election. It didn’t 
matter if you hadn’t voted for sunny-days Justin. All that 
mattered was that Stephen Harper’s era was finally over. 
Praise the Lord and pass the prosecco.

On January 24 his ghost came back with a vengeance to haunt, 
not Canada, but the United States. It isn’t difficult to imagine the 
conversation that led up to his reappearance, in spirit if not body.

Harper: Congratulations, Mr. President.
Trump: Thanks, Stevie. I wish you were still President of Can-
ada. I’d have you down here like a shot. Best suite at the Trump 
hotel. I’m staying away from that Trudeau kid. He’s too good 
looking. BAD photo op!

Harper: No one wishes that more than I do, Mr. President. So 
much unfinished business. 
Trump: Don’t worry, Stevie, I got your back. 
First week in office I’m going to get that 
Keystone pipeline going. And those Indians 
in South Dakota can go screw themselves. Oil 
is what we need to make America great again 
– yours, ours and anyone else’s I can get my 
hands on.

Harper: Music to my ears, Mr. President. I 
wish you’d been around four years ago, in-
stead of that namby pamby tree hugger. Let 
me know if there’s any way I can help.
Trump: Funny you should say that, Stevie. There is something 
you can help with.

Harper: Anything.
Trump: It’s this climate change codswallop and all these envi-
ronmentalists screaming about oil being bad for the planet. Boo, 
hoo. And the damn scientists. Do you know some of them are 
actually on the government payroll at the EPA and the Depart-
ment of Energy? Solar power, my Aunt Fanny. 

Harper: I hear ya.
Trump: I sent Kellyanne out on Sunday morning to pitch the 
obvious – that there are two sides to every fact. She’s a great gal. 

If anyone could put it over with a straight face, it’s her, but the 
alternative facts line didn’t catch on.

Harper: That’s too bad, Mr. President. I thought it was a great 
line.
Trump: Thanks, Stevie. I knew you’d see it my way. Thing is, 
I need some other way to deal with all that damn science. It’s 
a pain in the butt. I thought about just saying to them all, you 
know (sound of TRUMP laughing), “You’re fired!” But appar-
ently I can’t do that.

Harper: Well, that I can help you with, Mr. President. Just do 
what I did. Shut them up.
Trump: Whaddaya mean, Stevie?

Harper: Gag ’em. Tell ’em if they want to keep their govern-
ment jobs with their fat government pensions, they need to shut 

the hell up. Tell ’em they can keep doing 
their science shit and they can still publish 
it in some stupid academic journal, but they 
can’t discuss it with anyone – not the public 
and definitely not the media. Then if they do 
talk to the press (Harper chuckles)  you can 
fire them.
Trump: I can do that?

Harper: Absolutely! I did it for years. 
Trump: Thanks, Stevie! I’ll get on to that on 
Tuesday.

Harper: My pleasure, Mr. President. 
Trump: Say, Stevie, when’s the next election up there? It would 
be great to have you back as President of Canada. I need a guy 
like you working with me.

Harper: Wish it could happen, Mr. President. We could have 
done great things together, but that’s not how it works here. 
Once you resign as head of your party, you’re done.
Trump: Never say never, Stevie. I’ll get my people on to Putin. 
It’s amazing what that guy can do with an election.

Anne M. Holmes is a Gabriola writer whose political and social 
justice rants can be found in the Columns section at annem-
holmes.com. 
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Healing the Land, Healing the People

Unist’ot’en Camp

by Dave Ages

It’s July 2016. The Unist’ot’en Camp is 
buzzing with the energy of about a dozen 
indigenous young people – there to attend 
the first Unist’ot’en Youth Camp. Over 
the period of more than a week, they par-
ticipate in a dizzying array of activities. 
They make beautiful bent wood boxes. 
They study Wet’suwet’en language and 
participate in a moose hunt. They work 
on the construction of the Healing Lodge. 
They pick berries and learn traditional 
dances. They study modern skills such as 
cartooning and videography. And, most 
importantly, with the guidance of Healing 
Lodge Director Karla Tait, they address 

issues of indigenous pride, strength, re-
sponsibility and respect. 

The Unist’ot’en Camp

The Unist’ot’en Camp has stood for over 
eight years as a bastion of indigenous 
sovereignty and opposition to unwanted 
industrial development. The camp is sit-
uated at the entrance to the Unist’ot’en 
Yintah (Territory) on the banks of the 
Wedzin Kwah (Morris River) about 66 
kilometers southwest of Houston, BC. 
To enter the Territory one must cross the 
bridge at the camp – and no one cross-

es that bridge without the consent of the 
Unist’ot’en Clan.

The camp has become a thriving commu-
nity with a permaculture garden, several 
small greenhouses, a secure all season 
bunkhouse and a traditional pit house – 
all set squarely on the routes of one or 
more pipelines. The camp is powered by 
a solar array and is abundantly supplied 
with pure water from the Morris River. 

The Unist’ot’en Healing Lodge has be-
come the centre of camp life. The lodge 
is only about two thirds built, but already 
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has a functioning commercial kitch-
en, dining hall, cob oven, and meeting 
rooms. When complete, it will include 
counselling rooms, offices, accommoda-
tion for over 20 people and much more.

Camp Life

Any time you are at the camp you see 
people going about their daily chores. 
Meals are taken communally and are al-
ways preceded by a prayer or apprecia-
tion – each one unique to the presenter.  
Hunters bring in fresh meat. Firewood 
is chopped and gardens are tended. In 
winter, the trap lines are maintained and 
paths are kept clear of snow. But always 
the camp is on alert for potential incur-
sions by pipeline companies and their 
governmental collaborators. 

Notwithstanding the deadly serious rea-
son for the camp’s existence, it remains a 
joyous place. In November, Jack Garton 
and the Demon Squadron, a Vancouver/
Galiano Island roots band were able to 
spend a couple days in camp during a tour 
of northern BC and Alberta. After help-
ing prepare a feast of freshly butchered 
moose, the band members broke out their 
instruments and kept the packed dining 
hall jumping until well into the night.

The Current Situation

Recently the federal government ended 
the Northern Gateway pipedream. As a 
result, much of the focus of west coast 
activists has turned to Kinder Morgan. 
There’s no question that Kinder Morgan 
is an extremely important issue and must 
be stopped. But the threat from pipelines 
in Northern BC is far from over – there 
remain numerous proposals for fossil fuel 
pipelines to Douglas Channel corridor. 
In particular, Pacific Trails (Chevron) 
and Coastal Gas Link (TransCanada) 
are pushing ahead with their fracked gas 

projects, urged on by the election-bound 
BC government. 

Fracked gas, with a life-cycle carbon 
footprint almost as large as tar sands bi-
tumen, is bad enough. But, even worse, 
the contracts being signed by these com-
panies permit conversion to transport of 
diluted bitumen after only five years. As 
is well known, bitumen, besides being a 
climate change nightmare, is impossible 
to clean up in a marine spill context. 

The Unist’ot’en Declaration

In the summer of 2015 the Unist’ot’en 
issued a declaration of their sovereignty. 
Here’s an excerpt: 

“The Unist’ot’en settlement camp is not 
a protest or a demonstration. Our clan is 
occupying and using our traditional terri-
tory as it has for centuries. Our free, prior, 
and informed consent protocol is in place 
at the entrance of our territory as an ex-
pression of our jurisdiction and our inher-
ent right to both give and refuse consent 
and entry into our territory. 

“Wet’suwet’en territory, including 
Unist’ot’en territory, is unceded, unsur-
rendered and untreatied. Our traditional 
Indigenous legal systems remain intact 
and continue to govern our people and 
our lands. We recognize the authority of 
these systems. It is with this inherent au-
thority we have issued this declaration ...

“The Unist’ot’en settlement is a peace-
ful expression of our connection to 
Unist’ot’en territory. It is also an expres-

sion of the continuing and unbroken chain 
of use and occupation of our territory by 
our clan. Flowing from this continuous 
use and occupation, our traditional struc-
tures of governance retain complete juris-
diction in our territory and further, dictate 
the proper use and access to our lands and 
waters. As our ancestors have done, we 
are prepared to ensure the peace and se-
curity of our territory and peoples.”

Unist’ot’en Chiefs on Tour in March

The Unist’ot’en Clan has a continuing 
commitment to building solidarity with 
other indigenous peoples and with all 
those committed to protecting the earth. 
In March, representatives of the Clan in-
cluding several Chiefs as well as camp 
spokesperson Freda Huson will be on the 
“Stop the Pipelines; Start the Music” tour 
in the following communities:

 March 11 - Vancouver 
 March 12 - Fraser Valley
 March 13 - Bellingham 
 March 15 - Galiano Island 
 March 16 - Victoria
 March 17 - Nanaimo

More info about the tour: www.facebook.
com/events/668408633341791/

For more information about the 
Unist’ot’en Camp, see: //unistoten.camp

Dave Ages is a retiree on Galiano Island. 
He has worked with the Unist’ot’en Clan 
for about four years.

The contracts permit conversion to transport 
of diluted bitumen after only five years.

https://www.facebook.com/events/668408633341791/
https://www.facebook.com/events/668408633341791/


by Greg Rushton 

This is a story about a journey and 
the theme of this story is water. Wa-
ter our most precious gift. I do not say 
resource, because water must be pro-
tected as a basic right for all life.

Our journey began on Vancouver Island, 
British Columbia, initiated by the need to 
gather ceremonial water, bring supplies 
to the Water Protectors of Standing Rock 
and spend time with our family in Ontar-
io. 

After a beautiful stay in the Ottawa area 
we headed off to Algonquin Park to pad-
dle the waters of Canoe Lake. Our route 
took us to Georgian Bay, the world’s larg-
est freshwater archipelago and home to 
the 30,000 islands. We intended to follow 
the line of the Great Lakes towards Lake 
Superior. When we came to the Serpent 

River we both felt compelled to turn in 
to a trading post adjacent to the Serpent 
River Nation Band office. 

While in the trading post Leanne men-
tioned to Jackie Commanda, the store 
keeper, that we were heading to Standing 
Rock. Her reply was, “I have someone 
you need to meet.” We were then intro-
duced to Angela Trudeau, an Anishi-
naabekwe woman who was waiting for 
someone to take a gift to Standing Rock. 

The gift consisted of a Thunderbird Egg, 
which is a sacred round stone with a crys-
tal interior, as well as a pouch of semah 
(tobacco) and a yellow broadcloth. The 
items are linked to a healing that was 
brought forth from the dreamtime. The 
dream was recorded for us and I will 
briefly summarize it here. 

Thunderbird Egg
 “All journeys have a secret destination of which

 the traveler is unaware.” —Martin Buber

It involved a ceremony that was in a set-
ting by a lake where the earth was brown 
and the trees leafless. Tobacco was of-
fered and prayers said for the people, 
the land, and the water. There were many 
round bowls made from the earth with wa-
ter in them, and Thunderbird Eggs being 
warmed by the water. The ceremony was 
very sacred with a lot of prayers to the 
grandmothers and grandfathers to help.

Angela wrote that the rocks are the oldest 
beings on earth and they are aware as the 
earth goes through transformations. The 
rocks give up their lives, this also hap-
pens in the sweat lodge as they are heat-
ed. The grandfathers (rocks) are willing 
to help when called upon in a sacred way. 
When they are warmed up and offered 
to the lakes and streams they will help 
cleanse the veins of mother earth.
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We felt honoured and humbled to be 
taking this message to the grandmothers 
in Standing Rock and were quiet as we 
drove along the beautiful landscape of 
northern Ontario. Our intent was to cross 
the border to the US the next day.
 
While in Thunder Bay, we met a wom-
an who told us we should go see Grand-
mother Josephine Mandamin the Water-
walker. Over the past few years Josephine 
has been leading sacred walks around our 
waterways, including the Great Lakes. 
With a staff and copper bucket she has 
traveled over 10,000 miles. 

The forces of colonization removed the 
traditional role of women as protectors of 
water and now governments and corpora-
tions have assumed control. Josephine’s 
journeys have brought to light the com-
mitment and reverence we all must have 
for the protection of the sacred.

We were fascinated and although we 
were very interested in connecting with 
Josephine, we needed to get to Standing 
Rock with the Thunderbird Egg before 
the weather changed (or so we thought). 

While crossing the US border our van 
was ransacked, the canine unit was called 

in, and I was charged with possession of 
painkillers  (expired and in my wilderness 
first aid kit). I spent four nights in jail and 
was charged with a felony. Upon release 
we were forcibly sent back to Canada.

But the silver lining in all this was that it 
gave us the opportunity to meet Josephine 
Mandamin. This amazing Anishinaabe-
kwe woman listened to our story and as 
we re-read the dream. We were in tears 
when we discovered that Josephine was 
an original part of the dream message, as 
written by Angela. 

We realized that we were being guided to 
bring the Thunderbird Egg to Josephine 
so that it could be delivered to Standing 
Rock in ceremony. Josephine, with fire in 
her eyes, agreed to bring our medicines, 
warm clothes, and Angela’s powerful 
gifts to the grandmothers and all the peo-
ple who so valiantly are protecting the 
waters at Standing Rock. The following 
is a summary of what happened at Stand-
ing Rock as written by Josephine Man-
damin on December 4th, 2016.

Eddie J and Taylor helped with breaking 
the ice so the offerings would be accepted 
by the ice maiden, Onjigamee kwe. The 
Lodge tobacco tie, given by the Mide-

wewin people for ceremony was the first 
to go in the water with words of love, 
gratitude and help for the waters. Then 
the Thunderbird egg was to go in, I felt 
it tremble as I talked to the water and 
its purpose. I petitioned with a tearful 
heart asking what else we could do for 
the rivers and lakes. I asked Creator to 
help all people at camp and elsewhere, so 
that the pipelines would not go through 
our waters. I asked that those who jour-
neyed with this egg would be blessed for 
their work and mentioned Angela for her 
hand in this egg.  I handed the egg to Ed-
die J who placed it in the water. Tobacco 
was then placed in the water and I gave 
thanks for the acceptance of our gifts 
and walked up the hill, not looking back. 
Feelings of hope, love and kindness were 
with me as I slowly made it up the hill.

When Spirit calls you, we should not 
question why but just do it, and when you 
get nudged by your inner Spirit, follow it, 
without asking why, why will come later... 

Later on this same day, the Army Corps 
of Engineers denied the permit to drill 
under the Missouri River.

Greg was born in Ontario and now lives in the 
Cowichan Valley, BC. He is at home guiding, 
exploring and photographing our natural world.
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Wild Times Discovering Life

by Joe Foy

Breaking news! Scientists combing the 
night sky for signs of extraterrestrial 
life have recently found seven Earth-
sized planets that orbit the same star 
about 40 light-years away and could 
contain water. The possibility that 
these planets may harbour life is fas-
cinating, and has sparked a cascade of 
headlines around the world.
 
But the biggest story about life on any 
planet remains the one unfolding right 
here on Earth.

Last year, a study on global extinction 
rates from the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico concluded that 
a “natural” rate of extinction would be 
two species going extinct worldwide per 
10,000 species per 100 years – but that 
current extinction rates are now eight to 
100 times higher. Four hundred and sev-
enty-seven vertebrate species have gone 
extinct since 1900. Only nine extinctions 
would be expected at natural rates.

According to these scientists, the Earth is 
on the verge of its next great extinction 
episode – the sixth in the planet’s histo-
ry – all of it driven by human-caused im-
pacts to habitat. 

Burning of fossil fuels has powered up 
a rapidly changing climate, logging for 
lumber and paper has eliminated vast 
areas of old-growth forests, as has clear-
ing for urban and farmland development. 
Wildlife habitat has been going down at 
an unprecedented rate.

No wonder then that some look to the 
stars for another planet – and a second 
chance at life. But our salvation does not 
lie in the night sky. Our best and only 
chance to preserve life, including our 
own species – is on the ground right be-
neath our feet. What humans have broken 
may be possible for humans to fix. Here’s 
three things we must do. 

1. Say NO to new fossil fuel schemes 

In order to slow the changing climate, we 
need to keep as much fossil fuels as pos-
sible in the ground. In BC that means re-
jecting supersized tar sands pipe dreams, 
LNG fracking gas pains, and new coal 
export schemes.

2. Say YES to protecting half of our 
planet

Leading biologists in species conserva-
tion believe it’s 
time to shed the 
outdated policy 
that we ought 
to only protect 
only the scenic 
areas as parks. 
To stop species 
endangerment, 
half of a nation’s 

lands and waters should be set aside with-
in protected areas.

The good news is that some countries are 
well on their way towards achieving or 
surpassing the 50 per cent level of pro-
tected lands. Venezuela reports that 53.9 
per cent of their total land area is now in 
some sort of protected area and Slovenia 
protects 53.6 per cent of of their country. 
Canada has only protected 9.3 per cent of 
our nation, trailing the US which has set 
aside 13.8 per cent of their lands and wa-
ters for nature.

In BC we have designated about 15 per 
cent of the province’s lands and waters as 
protected areas. That’s a bigger percent-
age than any other province or territory 
in Canada – but not enough to stop many 
wild creatures from starting to disappear. 
BC and all the other jurisdictions in the 
world need to protect half their lands and 
waters for the survival of life on Earth.

3. Say YES to a BC endangered spe-
cies law

BC needs a strong endangered species 
law that would make protection of habitat 
mandatory and speed up the process of 
protecting important areas before they’re 
ruined. We don’t have such a law yet. 
40,000 people also agreed and signed a 
petition calling for this law. The Wilder-
ness Committee delivered this petition to 
the BC Legislature on February 28. 

There are now 1,900 wild plants and an-
imals on BC’s species at risk list. Some 
well-known critters on BC’s critical care 

Sockeye salmon in the upper Chilliwack River.
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ward include grizzly bear, mountain car-
ibou, spotted owl, killer whale and Van-
couver Island marmot. They are suffering 
from rapidly changing habitats and are in 
danger of disappearing from parts of the 
province or slipping away all together.

On May 9, British Columbians go to the 
polls. Make sure you get out and vote for 
a candidate that has discovered that life 
on our planet and in our province is in a 
fight for its very survival and needs ac-
tion now on climate change, habitat pres-
ervation, and strong endangered species 
legislation. 

Joe Foy is the national campaign director 
for the Wilderness Committee, Canada’s 
largest membership-based wilderness 
preservation organization

WANTED:
Reports of dead bats and of bats flying 
during winter

White Nose Syndrome (WNS), a fungal dis-
ease responsible for the death of millions of 
bats in eastern North America, has moved to 
the west coast and was confirmed in Wash-
ington State in 2016. Although devastating 

for bats, WNS does not affect humans. 

The BC Community Bat Program in collaboration with the BC government is request-
ing the public’s help in monitoring the spread of this disease. 

The typical first sign of this disease is bats flying during the winter, a time of year when 
bats are hibernating. Another sign is the appearance of dead bats. The CBP is asking 
the public to report dead bats or any sightings of winter bat activity. If you find a dead 
bat, report it to the CBP for testing as soon as possible. Never touch a dead bat with 
your bare hands. 

To contact the BC Community Bat Program, see www.bcbats.ca, email info@bcbats.
ca or okanaganbats@gmail.com, or call 1-855-922-2287 ext.13.
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